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THE STORY OF A FORGOTTEN MAN 
Part Four 


THE ARMY 


Ah! At last I was on my way to the Army--Uncle Sam's 
Army--the greatest and best paid army in the world, how 
happy I was , had not picture of Uncle Sam with his finger 
pointed at me startled me at every turn? Even my girl had 
as much as suggested my being "yellow", but I would show 
them all, I was on my way now and the war was raging at its 
highest pitch. It was fall, the fall of 1918. I thought 
of another winter in my mountain tent. The Army would be 
a school boy's vacation alongside of that. 

Only one thing grieved me--the faces of my mother and 
grandmother--how white they were, but then they were both 
ill. Mother with a crippled knee, and grandmother from old 
age, I guess. I wondered if she sould live until my re- 
turn--and then again I wondered if I ever would return. I 
do not believe in duck, neither am I a fatalist, in other 
words, "if one steps aside fast enough, one may prevent what 

might other-wise have been an untimely end". 


Upon returning to the school to join my mother and 


grandmother after my leaving left the ranch, I told my for- 


i i 2 
- mer school-mates where I was going, and one of them made a 


remark that at that time I couid not understand----quote, 
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‘It seems we were fighting this war to rid the world of 
a certain bunch of Demons, called Germans, or "Thuns" who 
cut the breasts off of innocent women, murdured children, 
and did many other terrible things which made the world un- 
sate for Democracy. I couid never understand why they had 
"golt mit unus" engraved on thir belt buckles, unless they 
were trying to hide behind god--as the Devil usually does. 

Their leader, the so-called Kaisen must surely be Sa- 
tan himself, and I firmly resolved to bring him back to the 
U.S.A. on the end of a rope. As all of the other cowboys 
had so bravely planned on doing, and then after his death, 
the war would be over. Ail happiness and prosperity, and 
safe for Democracy forever. But this was not to be---the 
cowpunchers are dead, but the Kaiser lives on--prosperity 
came, but turned out to be more of a dream than a reality-- 
but of course we guessed right, in one sense,---aren't we 
all happy? and then, the world is still safe for Democracy, 
and we have a Democrat in our highest office at dast..<So 
we weren't all wrong. 

I was missing my white sugar and fiour and as I was 
told, the boys in the Army were getting all of it, I looked 
forward with pleasure---but wrong again---none at camp. 
Only the boys in the trenches got white sugar and flour. 
Later I found that the boys in the trenches were lucky if 
they even got brown sugar. I have always wondered what 
happened to all of the white sugar and flour? Maybe it 


was sent to China to check a famine. 
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The train ride from Montana to San Francisco was une- 
ventful only that grandmother was ailing so, and we had 
just gone through the unpleasant experience of selling most 
of the furniture we loved so dearly, at cut rate prices--- 
about ten cents on the dollar. Rather than move it, on 
reaching the Bay District I saw my folks pent a small cot- 
tage in a good section of Berkeley, aac after kissing them 
good-by I was off for San Francisco where I had to report 
at local board #13 and was assigned to the thirteenth Di- 
vision at Camp Lewis, Washington. 

From then on the number 138 followed me like a stray 
black cat. All of the munitions crates were inscribed 
with a yellow 138 marked in chalk. But then I was not su- 
perstion, and after all, here I am, and all together too. 

It seems the 9lst Division had just left for over seas, 
all handy cowpunchers from the West, and the officers at 
camp had had consideratle difficulty in handling them, but 
our outfit, the 13th, they were waiting for us, and knew 
just what to do. We were composed of riff-raff and scum 
from the alleys, and slums of San Francisco, who had avoided 
the earlier drafts, and had much the same high standards 
of moral as the average bunch of sewer rats. Anyway, the 
troop train was crowded and our ragged cargo of misfits 
landed at camp Lewis. 
| In my first redollections of Army life were harsh "stick 
out yer tongue"---"Wipe that smile off your face"---"stick 
out your chest"---"yes sir!"----"Thank you sir!" etc., etc. 


We were given--shall I say uniforms?--everyone was given a 
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wrong size, and were allowed to trade, until we finally could 
wear them. The tails of the coats I remember, stuck out like 
a duck waddling to water. I got all traded but my shoes. 

I wore a size nine and was given a size fourteen. I tried 

to tell them, but was told not to talk back to my superiors. 
Eventually I found a giant trying to war a size ten shoe, 

and so I waS saved. Our heads were next shaved, all but an 
ioch right in the front. Kaiser Bill Style, to prevent us 
from contacting influenza germs or something, and we were 
sent to the barrcks of the Depot Brigade where we were to 
remain two weeks for preliminary training, but measles broke 

- Out among us, and we were put in quarentine for two months. 
very time we got over a case a new one started. 

Quarantine in the army does not keep you from drill or 
work, but merely means you are confined to the barracks after 
drill and can't have the liberty of the camp at night, ---if 

you call walking about the camp---liberty. 

At an early hour each morning we would hear a bugle biow, 
rush out, dressing in the rain, waiting for roll call,--after 
this we would rush back and wash for breakfast. I will not 
dwell on the food, but I had been used to pretty tough fare 
in Montana batching,--even $0,--it took two or three days be- 
fore I could eat Army food. I later found that the Depot 
Brigades held ut on the rookies food and then after their 
transfer, the "non-coms" had splendid food until the next 
batch arrived. I still dislike carrots, salt-peter, and 


mush. 


The climate of Washington during the winter, has the habit 
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of raining every five or ten minutes, turning quite cold in 
between rains. The orders were to move our bunks out while 
hot raining and bring them in again when itdid, in this way 
we got exercise while resting around the barracks. Each man 
made two trips per rain, as he had to help his buddy carry 
his bed,--and I was on the top floor. 

Drill progressed splendidly, and we were soon able to 
walk like a non-thinking machine, our officers having all of 
the heavy responsibility. All we needed to know was left 
from right, and those of us that uidn't, formed the awkward 
squad. Well, time went on, and finally the quarantine was 
lifted and after our intelligence tests we were transferred 
to our regular companies. 

I was placed in the Ordnance Detachment P.S. and T. 
Namely, Post, Storage and Transportation and was assigned to 
warehouse work, which consisted of moving heavy boxes of 
hand ggenader, etc., all marked with the yellow thirteen, 
from one side of the ware house to the other. Each morning 
we would move a large pile, sweep under it, and in the af- 
ter-noon, move them back, and we had lots of help. Five or 
ten men per each three pounds of weight, so we didn't mind. 

The nights in the barracks were hidious for a home lov- 
ing man desiring the solitude of the plains and mountains, but 
marvelous for pool hall loafer, black-jack fiends, and "crap" 
shooters. I forgot to mention that our drill also taught us 


‘to shout loudly while twisting a bayonet in a stuffed gunny 
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sack, in fact two gunny sacks, one down, the other hanging, 
oe were supposed to cut the jugular vein of the one down--, 
no, I ve Lieve it was the one up,--anyway, I learned to kill, 
and not merely game to eat, like in Montana, but men, if 
not real men, that would come later”. 

One morning while out policing the grounds--that means, 
picing up cigarette butts and dead matches. I thought I was 
beginning to understand--"scratching straw with the rest of 
the chickens"--we were couped up, scratching forrubbish, and 
on our way to be slaughtered. 

About this time I was able to get leave of absence for 
over the week end, the first since coming to camp, and as 
my "Buddies" were planning on making it seattle, I decided 
_&o go with them. I was very excited, as I had been at camp 
about four months straight and felt like a man about to walk 
out of Sing Sing prison. Remember, I was in for the duration 
of the war, and that is rather indefinite, and might mean for 
life. 

I quite forgot my promise of the north woods--that was-- 

to join the I.W.W. on my first trip to Seattle. However, 
I was no longer a free man, but a soldier, or number,--so I 
forgive myself. On the way to the bus station it began to 
rain, we stood in line, many of us. There were thirty thou- 
sand men in our division, and it looked like they were all 
going to try to get to Seattle on the same bus. After stand- 
ing for some time shivering in the muddy line-up I discovered 
I way no nearer to catching a bus than I was when I first 


started to wait. The busses were coming up fast enoggh, but 
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the line of privates, or common soldiers, in which I was stand- 
ing failed to move, but was growing larger rather than smaller 
then I looked behind me and saw the troubles. In a néce warm 
waiting room out of therain sat a group of commissioned of- 
ficers,--I thought--how nice and dry, I will go over myself,-- 
but--on the door a sign read--"commissioned officers only", 

I saw it clearly nhow--everytime a bus drove up, the officers 
came out and filled it, the common soldiers in my line calmly 
waiting,--but by the time the next bus arrived, more officers 
had also arrived, and so on for hours,--the rain grew worse. 


Now, I was young and Stupid at the time, so I can be 


excused for thinking, and I did think--I was thinking of what 


we were supposed to be fighting for---Democracy----a fair and 
equal chance for all men--I wondered--was the Kaiser too fight- 
ing for Democracy? or were we Just playing his rules and call- 
ing it something else? ‘The following Sunday morning I found 
myself in church with only ten cents left of my money after 
buying my return ticket. The question came--"should I use 
this dime for a big sunday dinner, or should I put if in the 
collection plate?" I putedi.inkehe collection plate, and 
after the service turned to 80, expecting to stand around the 
lonely streets of a strange eity till evening. 

But no,--I was stopped by a kind faced old lady and in- 
vited to come to her house for dinner. JI-.went, and had my 
first taste of home life in four months. I never knew why 
she Shoudd pick me, there were many other soldiers around me 


in that church. I don't believe in itck. 
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On arriving back at camp, I found my bunk had been moved, 
the head now faced the open window. IL learned that these were 
new orders---all windows must be open, all heads kept shaved, 
and beds so arranged that the foot of one is opposite the 
head of its neighbor. Dr.'s orders, as the Spanish influenza 
was now rife and sickness must be kept to a mininmm at all 
costs. 

That night it rained on my newly shaved head, and a se- 
vere draft came through the window. I asked permission to 
move, or change bunks, my request was not granted, and so, 
two days or so later I got my first taste of an army hospi- 
tal. I think some slight mistake was made in my case, as I 
found myself in a ward where every body else was getting 
ready to depart and were so nearly well that they were noisy. 
Maybe my fever hadn't registered high enough on my arrival, 
if not, it made up for it later. It turned into pnewmonia. 

I laid for many days, not knowing day from night or caring. 
When I breathed, the air smeit like roast pork burning. My 
nose had bled and matted in my whiskers. I called for an 
orderly--none came--I guess I only though I called, my voice 
was very weak. I later found they were playing dice. I 
needed a bed pan. 

I remembered my Christian Science, and staggered from my 
bed weak and haggered, down the stairs and out into the rain. 


When they found me, I was placed in another ward, and received 
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better care. Where I was now placed, I could see from time 
to time a white screen placed around certain beds,--the 
boys were dying. 

One evening I heard a lot of bells ringing, also tin 
cans, and crys. I learned the Armistic had been signed, of 
course I didn't believe it, and I was right, it was a false 
alarm. However the following day the Armistic was signed, 
and the war was over. 

I presume by this time, my dear reader, that you have 
come tosthe conclusion that I do not care much for army life, 
and quite right you are. I imagine there are many ex-soldiers 

- who have lost arms or legs that would speak better of it, 
but maybe I am lacking in my sense of loyality, or maybe I 
don't control any munitions stocks, there must be some rea- 
son. It has been written "Religion is the velvet giove that 
covers the steel fist of government"---in the army that vel- 
vet glove is removed. 

Two months after the Armistic was signed still found us 
at camp Lewis, as the Tacoma Merchants desired our monthly 
pay as long as possible, but finally, California demandedthe 
return of her boys, and we were sent to the Presidio at San 
Francisco for discharge. If we ever engage in another war, I 
hope 1 find myself engaged in the manufacture of paper soled 
shoes for the boys, and able to stand on the side lines and 
wave the flag as they march by--then I can feel as other 


honorable and patriotic citizen must feel---having done my 
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bit, and worthy of respect--even if only a dollar a year man. 
In my next chapter, I will tell of my home coming, my 
efforts to secure work, my trip across country by freight 
train--of travelling with a circus--of seeing my father for 
the first time after many years, and how I came to get in 


the Navy. 
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THE STORY OF A FORGOTTEN MAN 
Part Four 
THE ARMY 


Ah! At last I was on my way to the Army--Uncle Sam's 
Army--the greatest and best paid army in the world, how 
happy I was, had not picture of Uncle Sam with his finger 
pointed at me startied me at every turn? Even my girl had 
as much as suggested my being "yellow", but I would show 
them all, I was on my way now and the war was raging at its 
highest pitch. It was fall, the fall of 1918. i thought. 
of another winter in my mountain tent. The Army would be 
a school boy's vadation alongside of that. 

Only one thing grieved me--the faces of my mother and 
grandmother--how white they were, but then they were both 
ill. Mother with a crippled knee, and grandmother from old 
age, I guess. I wondered if she Ghould live until my re- 
turn--and then again I wondered if I aver would return. I 
Go Het believe in luck, neither am I a fatalist, in other 
words, "if one steps aside fast enough, one may prevent what 
might other-wise have been an untimely end". 

Upon returning to the school to join my mother and 
grandmother after my leaving left the ranch, I told my for- 
mer school-mates where I was going, and one of then made a 
remark ‘that at that time I could not under'stani----quote, 
"you will soon be re straw with the rest of the 
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It seems we were fighting this war to rid the world of 


a certain bunch of Demons, called Germans, or "Thuns" who 
cut the breasts off of innocent women, murdured children, 
and did many other terrible things which made the world un- 
safe for Democracy. I could never understand why they had 
"golt mit unus" engraved on théir belt buckles, unless they 
were trying to hide behind god--as the Devil usually does. 

Their leader, the so-called Kaisen must surely be Sa- 
tan himself, and I firmly resolved to bring him back to the 
U.S.A. on the end of a rope. As all of the other cowboys 
had so bravely planned on doing, and then after his Geath, 
the war would be over. All happiness and prosperity, and 
safe for Democracy forever. But this was not to be---the 
cowpunchers are dead, but the Kaiser lives on-=prosperity 
came, but turned out to be more of a dream than a reality-- 
but of course we guessed right, in one sense,---aren't we 
all happy? and then, the world is still safe for Democracy, 
and we have a Democrat in our highest office at last. So 
we weren't all wrong. 

I was missing my white sugar and flour and as I was 
told, the boys in the Army were getting all of it, I looked 
forward with pleasure---but wrong again---none at camp. 
Only the boys in the trenches got white sugar and flour. 
tater I found that the boys in the trenches were lucky if 
they even got brown sugar. I have always wondered what 
happened to all of the white sugar and flour? Maybe it 


was sent to China to check a famine. 
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The train ride from Montana to San Francisco was une- 
ventful only that grandmother was ailing so, and we had 
just gone through the unpleasant experience of selling most 
of the furniture we loved so dearly, at cut rate prices--- 
about ten cents on the dollar. Rather than move it, on 
reaching the Bay District I saw my folks sent a small cot- 
tage in a good section of Berkeley, and after kissing them 
good=-by I was off for San Francisco where I had to report 
at local board #713 and was assigned to the thirteenth Di- 
vision at Camp Lewis, Washington. 

From then on the number 13 followed me like a stray 
black cat. All of the munitions crates were inscribed 
with a yellow 13 marked in chalk. But then I was not su- 
perstion, and after all, here I am, and all together too. 

It seens es Sist Division had just left for over seas, 
all handy cowpunchers from the West, and the officers at 
camp had had considereaGle difficuity in handling the, but 
our outfit, the 13th, they were waiting for us, and knew 
just what to do. We were composed of riff-raff and scum 
from the alleys, and slums of San Francisco, who had avoided 
the earlier drafts, and had much the same high standards 
of moral as the average bunch of sewer rats. Anyway, the 
troop train was crowded and our ragged cargo of misfits 
landed at camp Lewis. | 
| In my first redollections of Army life were harsh "stick 
out yer tongue"-<-"Wipe that smile off your face"=--"stick 


out your chest"+--"yes sir!"----"Thank you sir!" etc., etc. 


-shall I say uniforms?--everyone was given a 
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wrong size, and were allowed to trade, until we finally could 
wear them. The tails of the coats I remember, stuck out like 
a duck waddling to water. I got all traded but my shoes. 

I wore a size nine and was given a size fourteen. I tried 

to tell them, but was told not to talk back to my superiors. 
Eventually I found a giant trying to war a size ten shoe, 

and so I was saved. Our heads were next shaved, all but an 
inch right in the front. Kaiser Bill style, to prevent us 
from contacting influenza germs or something, and we were 
sent to the barreks of the Depot Brigade where we were to 
remain two weeks for preliminary training, but measles broke 
out among us, and we were put in quarentine for two months. 
Every time we sot over a case a new one started. 

Quarantine in the army does not keep you from drill or 
work, but merely means you are confined to the barracks after 
Grill and can't have the liberty of the camp at night,---if 

you call walking about the camp---liberty. | 

At an early hour each morning we would hear a bugle biow, 
rush out, dressing in the rain, waiting for roll call,--after 
this we would rush back and wash for breakfast. I will not 
dwell on ‘the food, but I had been used to preéty tough fare 
in Montana batching,--even so,--it took two or three days be- 
fore I could eat Army food. I later found that the Depot 
Brigades held ut on the rookies food and then after their 
transfer, the "non-coms" had splendid food until the next 
batch arrived. I still dislike carrots, saltepeter, and 
mush » 
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of raining every five or ten minutes, turning quite cold in 


between rains. The orders were to move our bunks out while 
not raining and bring them in again when itdid, in this way 
we got exercise while resting around the barracks. Sach man 
made two trips per rain, as he had to help his buddy carry 
his bed,--and I was on the top floor. 

Drill progressed splendidly, and we were pean able to 
walk like a non-thinking machine, our officers having all of 
the heavy responsibility. All we needed to know was left 
from right, and those of us that uidn't, formed the awkward 
squad. Well, time went on, and finally the quarantine was 
lifted and after our intelligence tests we were transferred 
to our regular companies. 

I was placed in the Ordnance Detachment P.S. and T. 
Namely, Post, Storage and Transportation and was assigned to 
warehouse work, which consisted of moving heavy boxes of 
hand gquenader, etc., all marked with the yellow thirteen, 
from one side of the ware house to the other. Each morning 
we would move a large pile, sweep under it, and in the af- 
ter~noon, move them back, and we had lots of help. Five or 
ten men per each three pounds of weight, so we didn't mind. 

The nights in the barracks were hidious for a home lov- 
ing man desiring the solitude of the plains and mountains, but 
marvelous for pool hall loafer, black-jack fiends, and "crap" 
shooters. I forgot to mention that our drill also taught us 
to shout loudly while twisting a bayonet in a stuffed gunny 
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Sack, in fact two gunny Sacks, one down, the other hanging, 


we were supposed to cut the jugular vein of the one down-=, 
no, I believe it was the one up,--anyway, I learned to kill, 
and not merely game to eat, like in Montana, but men, if 
not real men, that would come later. 

One morning while out policing the grounds--that means, 
picing up cigarette butts and dead matches. I thought I was 
beginning to understand--"scratching straw with the rest of 
the chickens"--we were couped up, scratching forrubbish, and 
oh our way to be slaughtered. 

About this time I was able to get leave of absence for 
over the week end, the first since coming to camp, and as 
my “Buddies" were planning on making it Seattle, I decided 
%o go with them. I was very excited, as I had been at camp 
about four months straight and felt like a man shout to walk 
out of Sing Sing prison. Remember, I was in for the duration 
| of the war, and that is rather indefinite, and might mean for 
life. 

I quite forgot my promise of the north woods--that was-- 
to join the 1.¥.W. on my first trip to Seattle. However, 

I was no longer a free man, but a soldier, or number,--so I 
forgive myself. On the way to the bus station it began to 
rain, we stood in line, many of us. There were thirty thou- 
sand men in our division, and it looked like they were all 
going to try to get to Seattle on the same bus. After stand- 
ing for some time shivering in the muddy line-up I discovered 
i was no nearer to catching a bus than I was when I first 
started to wait. The busses were coming up fast enopgh, but. 
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the line of privates, or common soldiers, in which I was stand- 
ing failed to move, but was growing larger rather than smaller 
then I looked behind me and saw the troubles. Ina néce warm 
waiting room out of therain sat a group of commissioned of- 
ficers,--I thought--how nice and ary, I will go over myself,-=- 
but--on the door a Sign read--"commissioned officers only", 

i saw it clearly hoW--everytime a bus drove up, the officers 
Came out and filled it, the common soldiers in my line calmly 
waiting,--but by the time the next bus arrived, more officers 
had also arrived, and so on for hours,-=the rain grew worse. 

Now, I was young and Stupid at the time, so I ean be 
excused for thinking, and I did think-«f was thinking of what 
we were supposed to be fighting fore--Democracy--==a fair and 
equal chance for all men-<I wondered--was the Kaiser too fight- 
ing for Democracy? or were we just playing his rules and call- 
ing it something else? The following Sunday morning I found 
myself in church with only ten cents left of my money after 
buying my return ticket. The question came-="Should I use 
this dime for a big sunday dinner, or should I put it in the 
collection plate?" I put it in the collection plate, and 
after the service turned to §°, expecting to stand around the 
jonely streets of a strange eity till evening. 

Bat no,--I was stopped by a kind faced old lady and in- 
vited to come to her house for dinner. I went, and had my 
first taste of home life in four months. I never knew why 
she should pick me, there were many other soldiers around me 
in that church. I don't believe in itck. 
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On arriving back at camp, I found my bunk had been moved, 
the head now faced the open window. I learned that these were 
new ordergeseall windows must be open, all heads kept shaved, : 
and beds so arranged that the foot of one is opposite the 
head of its neighbor. Dr.'s orders, as the Spanish influenza 
was now rife and sickness must be kept to a minimum at all 
costs. 

That night it rained on my newly shaved head, and a se- 
vere draft came through the window. I asked permission to 
move , or bhanae bunks, my request was not granted, and 50, 
two days or so later I got my first taste of an army hospi- 
tal. I think some slight mistake was made in my case, as I 
found myself in a ward where every body else was getting 
ready to depart and were go nearly well that they were noisy. 
Maybe My fever hadn't registered high enough on my arrival, 
if not, it made up for it later. It turned into pneumonia. 

i laid for many days, not knowing day from night or caring. 
When I breathed, the air smelt like roast pork burning. My 
nose had bled and matted in my whiskers. I called for an 
orderly--none came--I guess I only though I called, my voice 
was very weak. I later found they were playing dice. I 
needed a bed pan. 

I remembered my Christian Science, and staggered from my 
bed weak and haggered, down the stairs and out into the rain. 


When they found me, I was placed in another ward, and received 
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better care. Where I was now placed, I could see from time 
to time a white screen placed around certain beds,--the 
boys were dying. 

One evening I heard a lot of bells ringing, also tin 
cans, and crys. I learned the Armistic had been signed, of 
course I didn't believe it, and I was right, it was a false 
alarm. However the following day the Armistic was signed, 
and the war was over. 

I presume by this time, my dear reader, that you have 
come to-the conclusion that I do not care much for army life, 
and quite right you are. I imagine there are many ex-soldiers 
who have lost arms or legs that would speak better of it, 
but maybe I am lacking in my sense of loyality, or maybe I 
don't control any munitions stocks, there must be some rea~ 
son. It has been written "Religion is the velvet glove that 
covers the steel fist of governnent"---in the army that vel- 
vet glove is removed. 

Two months after the Armistic was signed still found us 
at camp Lewis, as the Tacoma Merchants desired our monthly 
pay as long as possible, but finally, California demandedthe 
return of her boys, and we were sent to the Presidio at San 
Francisco for discharge. If we ever engage in another war, I 
hope I find myself engaged in the manufacture of paper soled 
shoes for the boys, and able to stand on the side lines and 


wave the flag as they march by--then I can feel as other 


honorable and patriotic citizen must feel---having done my 
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of respect--even if only a dollar a year Mane 


oes: next chapter, I will tell, or my home coming, my 
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to secure work, my trip across country by freight 


a5 


i tenleaoth travelling with a circus--of seeing my father for 
the first: time after many years, and how I came to get in 
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Autebiegraphy of the writer(Continued) page 3 


I first went te school in what was kmow as the Santa Clara Parechisl 
School. This was a Catholic preparatory school operated as a sort of 


. preliminary or starting school in connection with Senta Clare. College, e.. 
This school was rather unique in the way that it wes all - ie 
under the supervision end directien of the sisters of Notre Dame. an 
The teachers were 011 members of the Order,with the exception of one ‘ 


whe was not a member of the order, and whe taught English, 


The hours in this school were fren 8:30 in 
the morning until 4:00 p.m. T became very proficient in geography, 
arithmetic, english and orthography. | 


At the age of 13 I graduated frem this 
schoe] and entered Santa Clara College,as one of the youngest pupils 
to ever enter at this age.As « matter ef fact when I\first entered 
the classes there were a grest many members therein whe were as old 
as 20 and 22 years of age. At that time Sante Clara was eperated under 
entirely different lines than st present. The tuition fee was “360.00 
per year. The school term was ten months. It was eperated as s board- 


Bas ing scheol principally. There were always a great number of wealthy 
Seuth American beys, and Mexican beys there, as well as a number of 
——.. . beys frem the wealthy families of the State. The students sarese at 


6.30 and after attending Mass, breskfast was had. The study class 
time started at 8:15. Recess was had frem 12: to 1:30, and then 

’ mere studay and classes until 5:15. After that there was a recreation 
‘peried until 6:30, then « study period frem 7:30 util 9 o'clock, and 
inthe majors a study peried until 10 e'cleck. Se it can be seen that 
there was plenty ef study. I did wkxx net attend however,as a boarder 
but as a dey student,making my heme with my grandparents, whe lived 
a few blecks frem scheol, . 


I became very apt in the study of Letin and 

Greek, mathematios,geographys3this latter was my faverite study. Alse 
get aleng very well in orthography, and similer studies, I beceme an 
altar bey and in fact almest entered the priesthood, My grandfsther 
decided against this step. I went aschigh up in my studeis as would 
guarantee me a fair education, witheut taking up any special course 
such as weul@ fit me te beceme an atterney, er a physician, 

The teachers in the Cellege at that time consisted 
ef Brothers, seme priests, and some Prefessers,whe had the degrees 
of A.B. etcs and whe were suited te teach the younger students, 

There was ene Prefezser there by the name of Ir. ¢ ub airy 
Sedgley who was Prefesser in Mathematics, He was a veteran of the 
Civil War, and at one time hed held a commision in the Army.Ne had 
lest ene leg in the war.He and I became great friends,prebably due te 
the fact thet I was chever iu Arithmetic, He would derive great pleasure 
frem calling eu seme elder pupil than I was, say about 18 er 20 years old. 
When the student weuld flumk on the answer, he would call on me and 
get it cerrect,then call the students attention te the fact that T 

was such a kid and still ceuld furnish him with the right znswer, 
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Autebiegraphy ef the writer, (Continuedn Page 4- 


Abeut this time my father decided that I had enough of 


te live with my father and mother, 

I teek up a course in Book-keeping 

and business practise at the Polytechnic Bhsiness College, gradueting 

a year later, amd the I get my first jeb at the terrific wages of 

six dollars per week, 
I went te work as a book~keeper fer a concern 


in the hide and leather business. This concern censisted of an old 


Jewish genteleman and twe sens and they eperated a tannery in Seuth 
San Francisce with office on Clay St. near the Ferry. I net only 
kept the beoks but alse ran errands, done all the collecting of 
acceunts en Steamer Day as collection day was then called, operated 
the typewriter carrying on the cerrespendence,alse measured up 
hides and skins on mmchine, helping an older man at this werk, but 
I alse was a general all areund handy man. 


After about a year of this I 
secured employment with th eld Wells Farge and Company Express, in 
the Auditing Department. This was quite an advancment, ss I received 
$60.00 per menth as a starter. Tt was net an easy jeb by any means. 


_ In these days adding machines,and calculating machine s were not 


kmewn, or at least in net such universal use as at the present 
time, and it teek a real mathematician te predeuce results, as the 
work in a department of this kind teek up a let ef pre-ration 

as te the earnings of the different carriers. 


IT remained with this ¢ 


Company fer ever three yearser until the time they meved the gener- 


al effice fre San Francisce to New York Uity. I was offered an 
opportunity te ge aleng with them and at an sdvence in salary, but 
I deceided that San Francisce wa s te be my heme. I had heard that 
living expenses were much higher in New York, and didi not think 
thet the salary weuld be sufficient, se in 1904 T feund myself 
leeking for werk, 


This I xecured vey soon, and was empleyed by 
seme peeple whe were in tlie bank, store and effice fixture manufact= 
uring business. My salary en this werk wes $75.00 per menth, end 
abeut this time I became a married man. 

. I did net vemain with this 
cencern fer mere than a year as I secured mydelf a better position 
with the old Pacific Mail Steamship Company, where my salary as a 
starter was $90.00 per month, This Cempsny eperated about ten vessels 
aleng th coast to Panama, and five er se frem San Francis co te the 
Orient. I was in charge of the eperating expense recerds ef the 
@ifferent vessels. My dutires consisted in rendering the acceunts 
ef the cest ef the eperatien ef each vessel for each veysge. 


( Te be continued ) 


this class ef education, se I left Santa Clara and came te San Francisce 
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Autopbiograph of the writer-(Continued) page 5 .. 


; , an I worked myself up to a salary of § 125 per month, which 

at + net time could be considered a fairly good wage. I was offered an 

» oP ortunity by this company to go to Shanghai ,China and take charge of 
_ the office at that plece, thet is the accounting ond of saine. However,T 
hed heard reports from visitors there, and from employees who had been 
_ there and returned to San Francisco that sanitary conditions were not 

very good and IT didi not feel life taking my wife, and my young son 
who was then about two years of age, into such a location. 


It was during this time that San Francisco’ 
was visited by the big earthquake and fire. This earthquake happened 
at about 5:15 in the morning, of April 18 1906, a date which will 
probably never be forgotten by amyone who was in San Francisco at that 
time. I was living in a three story flat-buildbng, and on the first 
* floor of this building. Wheat seemed to awaken me was the creaking and 

-wrenching,it seemed, of the studdings in the walls of the bedrpom. For 
; @ moment I imagined, or thought I was dreaming,of being on beard of 
@ ship at sea in o storm The rolling and shaking motion would probably 
feel about the same. However.I quickly realized what was happening, 
and my wife and myself dashed toward the street, with but very little 
dress on, just whet we could grab in the rush. By the time that we 
arrived at the front door the quake had ceased, although the duration 
- - of it was ,asT remember, about. one minute and 15 seconds, 


i In the streets, all was confusion. 
When I firs % looked out, there were no’ yet many people out, but 
running out the street at top speed, there were about three or four 
dogs running at top speed. They didi not seem to know where they 
were going, but were simply terror stricken,and no doubt this was 

the case. 


Fire broke out in eo large department store, just one block 
from where I was living. *This was a large three story building, and 
. when first seen the smoke was rolling out in huge clouds. The fire 
a was caused by crossed wires.T*is building was located at the corner 
_ -  . of 22nd and Mission Sts. The fire department arrived there very soon, 
+ but it was found thet there was no weter available, as the earthquake 
, _ had broken the main pipe lines leading into the City from Crystal 
a Springs. However, the engines were comnected up to the smwrzr sewer 
system, and were just barely able to put this fire, that is this 
particular fire, with whet sewage there was in this particulr 
uh, section. Sever 1 fires broke put all over the City, some of which 
were gotten under control promptly, and this happened where there 
were people around who were able to detect these fires, and get them 
out quickly. Nevertheless,.in the dow town sections, where there 
were but very few people about, the fires which did arise, received 
no attention, and soon the be ite oe were completely on fire and beyond 
control, 


There were a greet many epeople 31108 on this earthquake, 
and the exact number will never be kmown, as ia some places,like 
the workingmens hotels and rooming houses south of Market St., 
the buildings caught fire,and being of old construction and very 
Bere nas they soon burned up, eben before she eee or dead - 
uld te removed. 
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Twas living-et this time on the corner of 22nd and Valencia 

Sts, and the building still stands there, although the great fire which 
lasted three dayé and three nights before being controlled, reached 

on Valencia Street as far as the corner of 20th. 


_— My father and mother 
were living on Broadway and Jones Streets, and as soon as possible 
I started over to see how they hed fared. Transportation by street 
cars, of course, there was mone, so I started to walk over there? 
I walked down Valencia Street to market and the scenes which 
I sew I will never forget. At Seventeenth and Valencia, a three story 
hotel had collapsed, so that the second story was level with the street. 
Police and neighbors were digging frantically to release several people 
who were buried beneath the ruins, IT helped as much as possible end 
with the aid of two other men, we aere able to release and dig out 
-@ men who was kuumkh buried beneath the wreckage. He was a carpenter 
by trade, and of course was asleep eth the time of the quake. His 
back was broken or twisted in such a manner as to paralyze his legs, 
i - gnd he was badly cut up about the head by falling objects, Ne had 
snot however lost mamzwkak consciousness, and was not completely 
buried so that his cries were able to be heard. 


We moved him out on 
-—ss an dmprovized stretcher, and with several others in similar con- 
dition he was loaded on to » dray wagon and removed to an improv- 
Aged hospital « few blocks away. The dead, which I heard amoubted to 
ever twenty people, were moved huto a vacant storee a few doors 

_ up the street. 
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ime Autobioraphu of the writer ,Continued (page 7) 


The fires which had spread @11 over the lower parts 
the City continued to burn for four deys, starting Wednesday 
ibrning at 5;14 and continuing on until Saturday morning at which 
time they were completely under control. This was due in great part 
to the action of the United States Government which took charge of the 
tnx situation about fhursday,using dynamite to blast buildings 
and structures in the path of the flames, in other words creating 
& back-fire. 


Residents were forced to flee to the hills and outlying 
districts,abandoning their homes and belongings.My family and myself 
took refuge at a reservoir lecated on a hill way out in the Mission 
District,and remained here until Saturday morning,et which time we 
received word that we could go back to our home,that is if there 
was anything left of it. 


Upon arriving at my residence we found thet 
the fire had been checked just a block and a half away,so that we 
were very fortunate.All of the down town area east of Van Ness 
Avenue had been completely burned out-Traffie by street cars was 
out,in fact there were but only one ot two street car lines 
runningeThe ruins were piled on every street in the City, and it 
was a days journey to travel from one part of the City to another. 


As stated before I was employed at 
thet time by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company with offices in 
the Merchants Exchange Building at the time of the fare. After 
the fire, the offices were housee in amakeshi£t office on Pier 
42, located at the foot of Brannan Stret. It was necessary to leave 
my home about six-thirty in the morning in order to get into the 
office by 8:15. However this condition did not prevail for long 
as some enterprising automobile owners inaugurated whet was termed 
'jitney busses’ which had routes all over the down town sector 
of the City. The local jitneys which can now be seen travriling 
from the Ferry out to the Mission District, and to the Haight District 
are the outcome of this system. 


After the fire, and for quite a while, 
it was unlawful to start a fire in your home until after the 
chimney had been inspected by the City Inspector. This took quite 
a liitle while, as the chimneys were inspected ij dietricts. 
All of the housewives were forced to do their cooking in the 
street.For this reason all of the stoves in the residences, which 
wre still left standing, wre moved down to the curb, and the meals 
wre accordingly cooked al-fresco, A great many peoples rigged 
up quite an elaborate kitchen, and any person on his way home would have 
quite an appetite, if he took gaklin e11 of the cooking odors 
which prevaded the air. Another thing which took place was the 
result that horses and buggys were at 6 premium, as a great many 
business contracted for the use of a horse and buggy at @ very hand- 
some figure for the owner. 


(to be continued) 
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"4 A few months after the fire the offices of the Pacific 

Mail Steamship Company,by whom I was then employed,maved to the Flood Building 

at Powell and Market Streets.This was the first building to be rebuilt after 

the fire, in this district and it loomed up almost as a skyscraper, being 
surrounded am on all sides by ruins,and the many small shacks which sprung up 

as temporary quarters of the firms who had been in business in this locality 
before the fire.The original walls in this building were not badly damaged, 

being of steel and stone. The inside of the building however had been completly 
burned out,which to agreat extent was more of a help in rebuilding,than otherwise, 


Tt was at this time thet the City of San Francisco put 
through its lews and regulations governing the erection of buildings ,pearticulary 
in the business section.This has resulted in the erection of such handsome and 
substantial buildings as can now bee seen throughout the City.All of the 
buildings before the fire were of a steel frame only in the supporting walls, 
the interior walls and partitions being of wooden construction, The first 
all-steel and concrete building to be erected after the fire was the Pacific 
Building at 4th and Market Streets. This was quite a curiosity at the time, 
this type of construction being new to the Western Coast at that time. 


I remained with the Pacific Mail until 1908, at which 
time I heard of a better position being open,and sectred the same as generel 
office man and accountant with a constriction and engineering firm specializing 
$n the construction of g 1d dredges and ming operationand similer lines, 

This position paid me $200 per month and I remained with them for over seven 
yeers,or wmtil 1914,at which time the war in Europe broke out, and everything 
was upset in this country. 


+ might be noted in passing,that at this time there 
‘was considerable English capital invesyed in this country in gold mining and 
other tndustirz industries in California? The sudden withdrawal of this 
capitalas fae as further development was concerned of the projects already 
under way, simply meant that all previous work on these projects was aloss 
4f further gapital was not forth-coming at certain periods to carry on the 
work. My employer, who hed control of over half a million dollars previous 
to this time found himself in a r ther peculisr desperate cirmustance. 
He made several trips to New York and London earli in 1914, but in August 
of thet year the wer ectually broke out and the organization could not 
carry OMe 


Pland had been made to xamxtin reclaim thousands of acres of 

dredged lend in the Sacramento valley. After the land had been dredgedn 

: fine pmpests teh qrtraceecs her’ had ounce oe but piel A of 

ERURESr eno Galt "hea RsEseehaoUER HS Ghggestre-stones and Peniders, 
This project called for the 

removal and breaking up of this rock, for road building and similar 

purposes,and the replacing of the soil for the planting of oranges, 

grapes,and similar products. A huge rock crushing plant had been erected 

and the proposition was getting along very well, all in accordance, 

wrth the plan, when the war came along.These plans called for an investment 

of $25,000,000,so it can be undrstood just how large it was, 


th the stoppage of the capital necessa 
to carry on the work,of course, fulhetatyey opmoheeat the 2 ton oe also ok 


stopped.It was not,however, @ total loss. The concern was able to cerry 
on part of the original project, through the returns of the gold dredging 


operations, and of course, et the present time,with gold at $4 $35 peruse: 
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Auto-bigraphy of the writer, Continued (page 11) ; 


During the time that I was tavelling I had many varied 


‘ experiences, some of which I will relete. 


At one time I was stopping at ahotel in Steckton, ever one 
Seaturdsy night.About three o'clock Sunday morning I was swakened by some pe- 
culiar feeling which I can not even descibe now. I felt uneasy and was unable 
to go to sleep again. While partly dozing I sensed a peculiar edor. I could 
not ascibe it to any thing in particular, but after sbot ten minutes I kmew 
whet it was. It was smoke. I srose hastily and donned a few clothes and rush- 
ed out into the hall-way. This was full of smoke which seemed to be bursting 
out through the wainscoting and door jambs and window openings. My room was 
on the second floor front and { dashed down to the office and aroused the 
dozing night clerk. We dashed out into the courtyard and of course saw nothing 
in the dark, but could smell smoke very plainly. 


I ran upstaifts and dressed, and then went all 
along the corriders on the second floer arousing wreryone. In the meantime the 


clerk had turned in a fire alarm and was busy phoning all guests. The fire 
department arrived snd upon opening certain doors to locate the base of the 
fire they caused a dreft to be set up which fanned the incipient blaze so 
that it burst forth in earnest, 


It seemed that the building which was an old 


one built over twenty “pte before, had been wemodeled, and the ceilings 
which were originally 16 feet in height had been reduced down to tweleve feet, 


leaving a space of four feet between the ceiling of the first floor, and 
the real floor of the seconf @locr. Ham The firemen upon chopping through 
this false ceiling made openings which created a dreft all ower the first 
floor ceiling, and being an old building of wooden construction it was not 
very long before the building on the lower floors was a mass of flames, 


Fortunately, no one lest their kives in the fire, 
but several were injured, and lost their belongings. 


At another time I was travelling in Modoc County, 
which is the furthest north-eastern county in California.It was late in 
winter,about the month of April. The snow still continues to fall in this 
district as late as this, although down in the Valleys, the peried can be 
considered as early Spring. At this time the snow still continued to fall, 
and covered the ground to depth of four to six feet. 


I had left the town of 
Redding, in Shasta County, early in the morning, abot 7 o'clock, to travel 
over to the town of Alturas, in Modoc County.This was a distance of over 200 
miles, and it required ordinarily about ten hours to make the trip, the rosd 
traversing five ranges of mountains in this distance, The highway was kept 
open by snow-plows driving through after every severe storm. It had snowd 
heavily the night before, but cleared up by morning, the sun shining very 
brightly. There are several Nations] Forest Reserves, through which this 
road passes, consisting mostly of giant redwoods end pine trees, . 
a 4 
thre Was & 
Forest Reserve Headquarters at the top of one of the ranges mentioned, and 
I stopped here for lunch, at a roadside eating-place or resort. While there 
I meta young couple, recently married, and while conversing with them I 
learned that they were on their way to Alturs, at which plece he had a job 
awaiting him as lumberman in a new mill just starting up. After luncheen, 
they preceded me on the road,I leaving a few minutes behind them. They were 


1 wl fannie is “ipisd ° oe ae 
+0) peroe agd bekedewa maw T werkrrront: ve sei ae Xt 
Ee areas «era biee vison de® [.2en adfeael meve dort’ 
‘Afnoo I .tobe waklvset) a beanoe T ped haber pe gh 
ton Logetiwvcte med dedatette dud naleottiad ren wena gt | 
ovinet bie agitolo wet a braneb btiz ekiswas onote T.,odeme saw JF. 080 rb a 
Kartal of of bewowa doftw olora ‘to Lit gor ata . vowel Lad one oath oh 
Rae OO WH eiotnedo webrtw bus adap sob Bem smidvougtion otf & 
(os edd Beaverte bra eolttoe add ot ved bedaeb 2 bra tio? so0lt binges 
mer ws AOTNOD $0 baa breyiwiod ont ott! soo Saroad eo shielo. vee a 
~Ynkalg yey, sxtoata S Epi bane aed ale 


‘tha daow sit pene P Teoneeu bee akiadaqy cet iT ; 
ont amtcueam oc} at .onoyune gotevers upolt bugese, pen ne perce 
(eek, ONT Ta dnaun Ile gakeorlg yeud saw Gee oole elt at bend badly 
ot Yo. edad ad etanel of atooh miedieo gaicemo moce baa bevbiaa dneieh 
oa anase poehaptans ont Deane? do hefor w teu od os Hah © bowusn Dye 


bio ca 28 to bite wetie teat ae dads henna a 


agrtlion att boa yhielehome coed bart yerro'tod reg sinner tl abr, rise 
teat ovolowd ok mob Seoshie cand bat ciyted at soot Pil iat Lambe tie orto | 
bora ,t00lT sevkt ect Bo nobtteg ant agowted staat 0? Yo goed a ie 

ifauocantd gatqqotto coqu decent? oft met .t00f& breoes ot te 2e0lt faat) 

‘arkt aft youo fle tsnh » botaero cold agetvoqa eham gatiieo eniate a kel 

tote pune tf vottorttesop coboow to amthfivd bfo tea axted ine smb iteo %0 
Aomelt to Ren © hae viol ttawok orlt so, ucthitog bite w1o'ted aol ¥ 


AK ri yh 


+e ant 7m 7a Gt) ines a Wd a . 
7 a> 7 V 
: x 


ot 


_ 


“yous? oft wk aov Ht. * heel dant Sines tile  Litaibamuteien 4) \ 4 
atgntgnolod alae canal bene! borat ortow Sonoran 


- 


a eo an ‘ oa ay 


sYaH90 pohoN ak Rate Same + now I> emia rontorte dha ke 
uk otal ou FT, aterso li Lad eet ytaooo nternonoddrect, suediarh, ‘ote Pry 
eidd nt Lint of aeuetinos Lftte wore edt «fia Yo. rtada ef depdags 
od mad botiod att yayetlev eft mt mob dguoddio! eld aa edet ye ed 
sifer at beimbinoo Llige wos oft omit aldd tA ygatuge yitwe es 
; tens nip oF iter i, ahi? at eee ae handy 


Pe Ye ee 
t ian 


% twod ects Stok bart ue | 
Lovont ot ooto to Y doda pe ai ct atk staan eevee adaaite wn 
O08 eve to vousteth « saw eth? chet gobo At Acres oe oe ‘iowa ext” re 
bos ont ,qkad ery whan ot wsuod cet duoda yl tractito- Serkupert Pay brew Fy : di bie 
toed wew’ vaigtd oft soonet eth stdt xk exietrwom to aognat. evlt-anter 
-bword bed $1 «soda epevea yrove tothe dauonds amiviab Bare fi 
Vier aninida ove edt ,amineoom yd gy besaplo dud 1g B10 tad) rae 
aid cotiw devo ~aomieaoR deero% Lanoktall Larrevoa. eta pawn lade a 4 
i 00S? a, me spsieaiis brute ba Ne bei qhiioer! 1 a fa 
4 ; fs 4 CE Cae a 


ne saw orth. Ne meget 
haa, aon aan wt 20 on, Ro tots te “otha 
i |) wrtedtst olide tooo tO oat B) 


~ Sey 


Prete Slccrsay of Wie writer, (page 12) 


. 


travelling in an old Ford touring car, which had s Composition cloth 
material top. 

About five minutes after starting out I had almost caught 
up with them, and could see them about a querter of a mile ahead. Just 
when I had made up my mind to pass them on the stmaight stretch of rroad 
we were then entering) s huge redwood tree,old, and evidently rotted at 
the base, fell straight across the highway. The heavy load of snow on 
the brenches, and the wind pressure had cauded it to drep. It fell at 
just such a time that it struch their machine, as they were driving by, 
in a diagonal direction,tearing the top off and crushing the young mans 
head. Their machine became entagled in the branches, and was overturned, 
pinning them both in the wreckage. 


I stopped immediately, of course and 
went up to see whatI could do. REXZHEXMAKKXNXK As stated, their machine was 
overturned, and I heard no sound of life. Being unable to do anything 
alone I turned my car around and rushed back tot tthe racdhouse I had 
just left. Four men rsponded and the forest rangers were sent for. 


Arrving back at the wreck,we found some 
one @¢lse had come from the other direction, and was endeavoring to move 
the machine, One of our party, a woodsman,chopped away the branches of 
the tree in Pein order, and we succeedd in lifting the machine 
eff the bodies, 


The young woman was regaining consciousness, but the 
young men was beyond recsll. Hid head was badly crushed,and evidently 
he had suffered internal injuries, being bent almost double. The young 
woamn only suffered s dislocated shoulder, and minor injuries, as I 
learned from her later musxkimexnksn passing through here agéin. She was 
carried to a near-by farm house, and was able to be around a few weeks 
later. I have seen this young woman several times when going through 
this district, but she never seemed to recover from the tragic death 
of her husband, 


I often think of this tragic occurence, but I suppose 
it was written in the book of Fate, that this was to be his end. I 
also think how fortunate I was, or may not have been, thet this tree 


did not fall just about a minute later, 


( To be continued) 
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Autobiography ef the writer, Continued ph A *, 


At one time a fellow-travelling man end myself were making a trip 
‘from San Francisce to Eureka, in Humbeldt Ceunty in the northwest part 
of the State. 

It wes in December and there was considerable snew on the greund 
up in the mountains which it was necessary fer us te traverse, Starting 
bpcress these memteins in the morning we were delayed aleng the read in 
Several instances by the snow falling.Under these conditions it was mxfxx 
of course necessary for vs to travel very slowly. ° 
In mid-afternecon the storm praxed 

passed away and we were able to make better time. However, it secon was late 
in the afterneen and growing dark when my friend whe was driving the 
sutemebile, in an endeaver te take « turn in the read just a little bit 
too fast,skidded off the read onto an enbankmaent,end struck senie part ef 
& concrete bulhkead which had been erected there. 

This upset the car 
onte its side. Luckily, I was thrown clear of any wreckage, but my friend 
was less fortunate, as he was catapulted through the side windew and 
frame, and was very Seriously hurt. Outside of se bruise en the side ef 
my head I wes seon able te ascertain whet had happened, 

My friend was laying 
uneenscieus and bleeding very profuselu frem his cuts and hurteé, particulary 
from a severe cut alensgside the betten of his jaw, Iseaw a light just 
about whet appeared to be « half mile er so shesd, snd started out for 
assistance, as I was unable of course, alone, to do anything, as my friend 
was eheavy man end hard te handle,end I had no medieal assistants of any 
kind te use, 

| This heuse however was over a mile away, it seemed like ten miles 
to me by the time I got there. It preved to be s wood-cutters shack, but 
luckily thers was s telephone,end I secon got in toueh with the tewn of 
Weaverville. The telephone operator connected me with the lone decter in 
town who promised to ceme out at once, 

However, it was more than an hour 
before he srrived. In the mesntime I had gotten seme medivine, or liniment 
er lotien of some kind used in curing cuts on sheep, and had been able 
to get back te my friend, who had reagained censciousness, We applied seme 
ef this letien te his cuts, and while not stopping the bleeding entirely, 
the same was ef great help, 

Upon srrival ef the decter, he was able to stop 
this bleeding, but it was not until my friend had lest a considerable 
amount ef bleed. His slething was drenched with it,and it is deubtful 
in my mind as to whether he could have lest much more, 
The decter found 
that his shoulder was dislocated, anf that his back had suffered a 
: severe wrenching. By laying seme boards across the back end of his 
3 ear,end driving very slewly, we finally get him te the hospitel at 
Scotia, which is a lumber city with a mill and had a hespital in cenn= 
ection with its mill, 
It was however, very clese te one o'cleck in the 
morning before-we arrived here, The accident had seccured sbout 4:30 in khexmtk 
| the afternoon.My frignd remained in the hospital for three weeks,before 
: he was able to get about, 
| I was considerably upset,of course, and did net feel 
. any toe good for a couple of days,due te the jar, and alse from the 
id strain under which I had been, 
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Frank Taforo. 


Autobriogrpshy of the writer. 


At one time s fellow travelling man and myself were making a 
trip from San Francisco to Zureka, in Humboldt Cognty in the northwest 
part of the State. 

It was in December and there was considerable snow on the ground 
up in the mountains which it was necessary for us to traverse. Starting 
topcross these mountains in the spring mornings, we were delayed along 
the road in several instances by the snow falling. Under these conditions 
it was of course necessary for us to travel very slowly. 

In mia afternoon the storm passed away and we were able to make 
better time. However, it soon was late in the afternoon and growing 
dark when my friend who was driving the automobile in an endeavor to 
take a turn in the road just a little bit too fast, skidded off the road 

~ on to an enbankment, and struck some part of a concrete bulkhead which 
had béen erected there. 

This upset the car onto to its side, luckily I was thrown clear 
of any wreckage, but my friend was less fortunate, as he was catapulted 
through the side window and frame, and was very seriously hurt. Outside 
of a bruise on the side of my head I was seen to ascertain what had 

. happenede 

7 My friend was laying unsonscious and bleeding very profusely from 
his cuts and particularly from a severe cut along side the bottom of his 
jaw. 1 saw a light just about what appeared to be a half mile or so 
ahead, and started out for assistance, as 1 was unable of course alone to 


do snything, as my ‘friend was a heavy man and hard to handle and I had no 


re 


medical assistance of any kind to use. 
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This house however was over a mile away, it seemed like ten miles 
to me by the time 1 got there. It proved to be a wood cutters shack 
but luckily there was a telephone and ! soon got in touch with the 
town of Weaverville. Th e teleph ne operator connected me with the 
lone doctor in town who promised to come at oncée 

However it was more than an hour before he arrived. In the meantime 
I had gotten some medicine, or lininent or lotion of some kind used in 
curing cuts on sheep and had been able to get back to my friend, who 
had registered consciousness. We applied some of this lotion to his cuts 
and while not stopping the bleeding entirely, the same was of great help. 

Upon arrival of the doctor, he was able to stop this bleeding, but 
it was not until my friend had lost a considerable amount of blood. His 
clothing was drenched with it end it is doubtful in my mind as to whether 
he could have lost much mores 

The doctor found that his shoulder was dislocated and that his back had 
suffered a severe wrenching, by laying some boards across the back end 
of his car, and driving v ry slowly we finally got him to the hospitel in 

Scotia which is 3 lumber city with a mill and had a hospital in connection 

with its mill. 

It was however very close to one o'clock in the morning before “e 
arrived here. ‘he accident had cones about 6:30 in the afternoon. 
My friend remained in the hospital for three weeks, before he ves able 
to get out. 

I was considerably upset of course and did not feel any too good for 
8 couple of days, due. to the jar and also frm the strain from which I 
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Autobriogrpshy of the writer. 


At one time 9 fellow travelling man end myself were making @ 
trip from Sen Franciseo to ureke, in Humboldt Cognty in tho northwest 
pert of the States 

It was in December and there.wes considerable snow on the ground 
up in the mountains which it was necesssry for us to traverse. Starting 
topeross these mountains in the spring mornings, we were delayed along 
the road in several instances by the snow falling. Under these conditions 
it was of course necessary for us to trove! very slowly. . 

In mid afternoon the storm passed away and we were able to make 
better times However, it soon was late in the afternoon and erowing 
dark when my friend who was driving the automobile in an endesvor to 
take a turn in the rosd just a little bit too fast, skidded off the road 
on to an enbaniment, snd struck some part of a concrete bulkhead which 
had béen erected theres 

This upset the car onto to its side, luckily 1 was thrown clear 
of any .wockege, tut my friend was less fortune tes 43 he was catapulted 
through the side window and frame, and was vory sevlously hurte Outside 
of a bruise on the side of my head 1 was seen to ascertain whst hed 
he ppenede 3 

My friend was laying ungonscious and bleeding very profusely from 
his cuts and particulorly from a severe cut alone side the bottou of his 
jew. I saw light just about vhat appeared to be a half mile or 80 
ahesd, and sterted out for assistance, as 1 ws unable of course slone to 
(d0 Gnything, 96 my fiend was 4 heavy man and herd to handle and I hea no 


medical assistance of any kind to uses 
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to me by the time 1 got there. It proved to be 9 wood cutters shack 


4 This house however was over 8 mile away, it seemed like ten miles 


but luckily there wes a telephone and I soon got in touch with the 
town of Veavervilles Th e teleph ne operator connoctod me with the 
lone doctor in town who promised to come at onces 

However if vas mero than an hour before ho arrived. in the moantime 
I had gotten some medicine, or Lini-ent or lotion of some kind used in 
Curing cuts on sheep and hed been able to get back to my friend, who 
hed registered consciousness. We applied somo of this lotion to his cuts 
and while not stopping the bleeding entirely, the same wes of great helpe 

Upon arrival of the doctor, he was sable to stop this dloeding, but 
it was not until my friend had lost s considerable amount of blood. His 
Glothing was drenched with 1¢ and it is doubtful in my mind ss to whether 
he sould have lost much mores 

The doctor found that his shoulder was dislocated and that his back had 
Safferod 9 severe wrenching, by laying some bosrds seross the back end 
of his mv ond aviving v ry slowly we finally got him to the hospital in 

Seotie which is 3 lumber city with e mill and hod 3 hospital in connection 

with its mills 

It was however very close to one o'clock in the morning before ~e 
arrived here. ‘The accident had occured about 4:30 in the afternoons 
My @riend remained in the hospital for three weeks, before he ws able 
to fot oute 

I was considerably upset of course and did not feel any too good for 
8 aouple of days, due to the jor ani also frm tho stroin from whieh I 
had beens | | 
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Auto-biegraphy of the writer,Continued y 


I had been on the read fer fourteen years when along came the 
start of the depression in 2929.The building business of which of course 
I was vitelly interested in hit the toboggan, so that in the early part 
of 1932 there was difference in the volume ef business equal to nearly 
75 % belew normel..after struggling along fer a whole year on this reduced 
volume of business, the firm I was with applied the shears and eut eff 
and redeuced their working force to a skeleton, Only a few of the blder 
old time men were retained, and there was a genrsl clearance, Theexecutives 
of the business went out to really work themselves,and the overhead was 
cut down to a minimum, Still, even at that the firm was losing money and 
thanks to reserve in the East they were however to keep carrying on. 


: Nevertheless, I was witfeut work of any permanent 
nature, as well a grest many others in my line.I tried my hand at selling 
different specialties, but the treuble was that there was very little to 

be made, and after the city had been worked a person was through.I had been 
forced te sell my aute for which I paid $1750 in 1929, for $40 cash, and 
IIhked a hard time $¢o do that. Iwas living in an attic, at very low rent 

but fohnd it necessary to apply for relief in the latter psrt ef 1932, 


Sines then I have worked on differernt 
projects ef the Community Chest,ete.The longest steady work I have been 
able to secure was ten days in the grocerteria when it was epersting on 
16 th St. I have been in constant contact iwth former friends and employers 
but it seems that business as yet,is just not what it ought to be te 
preduce a general improvement. This is particulary true of the builsding 
and contracting businesses. The Benks are pretty well leaded up with 
preperty which has been foreclosed, and natgrally no leans are being 
made for new buildings, as this merely increases the competition and does 
net give the banks an opportunity to dispose of the holdings which they 
have at the present time, and which no doubt they would be glad to be 
rid of. 


However, we have faith that conditions will gradually right them- 


selves, as they have no doubt done in the past, and about all we can do 
strugzle along and hope efor the best, 
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Frank Taford. 


Autobriogra phy(con't) 


I had been on the road for fourteen years when along came the start 
of the depression in 1929. The building business of which of course I 
was vitally interested in hit the toboggan, so that in the eary part of 
1932 there was difference in the volume of business equal to nearly 75% 
below normal. After struggling along for @ whole year on this reduced 
wolume of yundnwas’, the firm I wes with applied the shears lee eat off 
and reduced their working forces to a skeleton. Only a few of the older 
old time men were retained, and there was a general clearance. The 
exécutives of the business went out to reglly work themselves, and the 
se gehiee a was cut down to a nice Still, even at that the firm was 
losing money and thanks to reserve in the Fast they were however to keep 
carrying one 

Nevertheless, 1 was without work of any permanent naturs, as well as 
&@ great many other, in my Wong I tried my hand st selling different 
Specialties, but the trouble was that there was very little to be made 
and after the city had been worked a person was through. I hsd been forced 
to sell my auto for which I paid ©1750 in 1929 for “40 cash and I had a 
hard time to do that. I was living in an attic, at a very low rent but 
found it necessary to apply for relief in the latter part of 1932. 

Since then 1 have worked on different projects of the Community Chest. 
The longest steady work I have been able to secure was ten days in the 
grocerteria when it vas operating on 16th St., I have been in constant 
contact with former friends and employers but it seems thst business as 
yet, is just not what it ought to be to produee &@ general improvement. 
This is particularly true of the building snd contracting hediaenenas 


The Banks are pretty well loaded up with property which has been. forcelosed 


mA k 


oe) Ui a et ' 


tapes 


ee 


ne if aus 1 ui , 1< 4 (aan 


= = 


Ate? 
cay Her vedite ist 4 9 Bag sole 25748 ree 5 oa “pete ne ee : 
fe i! Se salt ie a 
em al? ret ‘ae Loi rey ihe di edaeriag: Sm : + 


' x 7 ce, we 
cm AON, Wag. eo Taree” ee , he eis Lue ous sis ear tat Ah: tie BZeiiin, i, 


5 Was M rH  , if J as 
We RE PU i u wp 4 Qa, ea Satht @ 48 ey rk ty 4) ha, a) a ft Mp a | ia ~ esa , heed ae as 
i x " : 4 chi ? ; ; : , : ‘ } 


“9 ol t0% Wy Ps he bahia ter a hay Hy a Ni] Wee wee 3 ght: va ley “sine ew ear bisa 


‘i ‘ ; 
, rah t ‘ F 4 md 
ne Lahore) No GS a Se Ss 6 Od Ree as “her Fe bet a rong tale 
= hy a fs : : 7 - fai val 
Bee) oc ee Diy. 6 a Sree ae bn eiees ey wpe poke eg Pa a, 


CS 5 " ‘ = re Pe 

» 7 ' A ‘ Ae ae Abe Py j > at | 

‘MSS. Die parler WRT <The, he SOM, Maes vant ett. Sen ae tipoeee’ 7) 
le Lae a ae end re. eae a ae deed. ded) ee ae ty ( a | 

HA RE i SEG ADRS RE PES rs ee Fema we 8 bent vert be jo Te 

‘ E aay ’ see . \ E 


iss ede |Z ores ni! R Pee Pe (Dette ewe, sear fi Sieh ag an 14 ih 


Fra’ Wp, CUS de hy ah at, RRS To) ere A) Meee stelle < SMR shel é ig 


a oS MPR al cite ee eee we AR ee ne gh) ped me; bony ‘Se 
: ae = vi * a Ay 


by, a Ad os é (i a ty ais anol i as. pee zs Rubas Ge eed Sed a i out 209% a 


' ‘ : ‘ A n be a 
é ke Rew eotielies Sel 6.) ARES i ORMERS) Fae a eetich nee orbs e tay wa 
Sites (OE rete ete ont i ne ite Baivid wer tT -Paed ahve as Po 
f : os t eye aA 
; v ! 


oA Se, aie ae fo) Way B3 ‘sat Pe Vas qhogw wy bear cts he hs a, 4 Ta 


: ye ee Se 2 ace is Sa elas rer rT No Hake wy | nt silt Mis db.) (nas 
na ’ ; ; j ; : eo) fe ¢ y 

a) xt Se 2 ane SAR) wa sie ay" aves L ine ae ae (cmon Ade 

‘ H ; ae f 7 

So et ae OM, Ho pul evi’ ji x gm ga Sav. Oapaeaett of sid no te ae 

4 i J ri p> rd _ ‘al Pa 


ay roe i a Sa | ee eae ri i Si a mins suis < 


fy: ‘a 


“A i hen Ot cs 
; ae i ; \ ' 4 
4 a ee . t : 
P ; L z 
; ah < 


sturelly no loans are being made for new bdildings, a8 this morely ‘ 

- ir nereases the competition and. does not ginethe barks an opportunity to \ ie 
4 “aispose of the holdings which tiey have at the present time, and which \ | 
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However, we have faith that conditions, will gradually right themselves 
fla > as they have no doubt in the a and about 311 we can do struggle along 
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1icago was hot and stuffy when I arrived. I took and instant 
dislike to the place. However, on further acquaintance I found it not 


such a bad place. 


I remember that on the ae of my arrival the Chicago newspapers, 
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| qtca go was hot and stuffy when I arrived. I took and instant 


“adalixe to the place. However, on further acquaintance I found it not 


such a bad place. , 

I remember that on the day of my arrival the Chicago newspapers, 
living up to the reputation of the place, were announcing the 
shooting of a lieutenant of police. 

That night I went to a show and shortly afterwards boarded my train 
for the great West. ; 

The wemxkkmring weather having got very hot, crossing the Middle 
West was a sweltering business. I got practically no sleep. This 
was also caused by the fact that at Denver City a number of 
villianous looking people boarder the train and sat near me, and I waw 
them looking at me severel times out of the corners of their eyes. 
As I was carrying almost a hundred dollars in my belt and I was the only 
other person in the carriage I naturally felt nervous. It never struck 
me that I must have looked a rather unusual looking individual. Having, 
As I previously stated, lived in London just prior to my Sam setting out 
for the New World, I was dressed in english fashion; that is in a tweed 
coat, flannel trousers and a large black white and blue scar¥. 

I found Salt Lake City a very attractive and beautiful place. And 
I was amazed that such a place should flourish in the midst of what 
looked to me a veritable desert. One of the things that struck me 
most was the prettyness of the girls and the poomess of their 
complexions. ; 

On the journey across Colorado, Utah I gmkxmmuexmfxax had one of my 
great illusions cruelly shattered, When I saw my first cowboy he was 
riding in a battered old Ford. 


At one part of the journey we came to Royal Canon where the 


passengers were taken off the train to view its magnificence. 
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I slept while we crossed the Siewras and te next morning we 


arrived in Oakland where I got off by mistake. However, I boarded a 


ferry right away and Je suis arrive” 
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e" New York was an amazing city, but as the days went by the novelty 
more or less wore off, and I began to take things as a matter of course, 
My intention was to stay a few days in New York and to set out for 
San Francisco via Chicago. In the city of sky scrapers I met many of my 
fetbow nationals. Most of them seemed gloomy and pessimistic, and 
several of them were returning to the old country. 

There is a saying in Ireland that when an Irishman is born the first thing 
he sees is the coast of America. As his own country is so poverty 
stricken, and American tourists tell him great tales of the fabulous 
wealth of the U.S.A, he begins at once to save in order to set out for 
the latter country and fame and fortune which he is assured is waiting 
him. ; 

I must confess I held this theory also, and when I landed in New Yokk 
and saw the tremendous wealth which was everywhere on display I found 
no reason to doubt this. 

I was amazed by the tremendous pace. Everyone seemed to be in a life 
and death struggle to get somewhere. Their faces were wrinkled with 
worry and the nervous tention of strain. The traffic, which in the 
old country is so leisurely, moves at a terrific pace. Taxi cabs 
swerved in and out of lines of fast moving trucks and busses, often 
crashing into one another, in their hurry to get somewhere, 

In London which I believe is slightly larger than New York the traffic 
moves in one long line one behind the other. Pedestrians can usually 
walk as fast as the London buss. But in New York this isn't so. 
of course the streets are wider than those of London, This explains a 
part, but only a minor part, of the great pace. 

There is a great conspiracy on the part of the railroad, hotel and 
steamship employees to rob the defenseless immigrant. However, they 
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the next thief. 

I found that all British subjects ( Ireland was then a British crown 
colony ) were treated very well, as they were under the protection of 
the powerful British Empire. We did not, therefore, have to get 

off at Ellis and be treated with all the indignities of the continental 
European. 

The Line is was travelling by had one of their guides at the dock when 
I landed. He brought me to my hotel atm and a few days later saw me 
off on the train for Chicagp, 
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/ I arrived in San Francisco on May 3Ist, I929,. The first place I 
stayed was the Argonaut Hotel. The next day I moved into a boarding 
house on Buchanan Street. It was a large place with about twenty five 
boarders. Most of them were young fellows that had just finished their 
enlistment in the Amy. Afew of them were students at the State Teachers 
College. 

My first job I got in Oakland loading trucks with cartons containing 
cand of vegetables. The pay was four dollars a day, but the work was 
very hard and monotonous. Most of my fellow werkers were Mexicans. 

The quarreled most of the time, and the foreman was afraid of them. 
One week of this work was all I could stand. 

My next job was in the postal department of the Enporiun. This was 
rather interesting work, and not hard. I was transfered to different 
departments, till finally I became a salesman. This type of wobk I've 
always had a decided dislike for, so I made every effort to get another 
job. In this I was successful obtaining a job in the Shell Oil Company. 
The work was very light and the pay small. However, I managed to 
get along, and add a little to my savings which I had started on entering 
the Emporium. I must confess that I did not like America at first. 

The people seemed to be in a terrible fever and rush to make money. 
Money appeared to me to be the measure of everything. I realised later 
that money means everything all over the globe. The only difference 
being that in Ireland money si very difficult to acquire, and nearly 
everybody has lobg ago given up trying to acquire it. 

Suddenly the Shell 011 began to feel the resuits of the stock 
market collapse. Wages were lowered, and finally a number of the junior 
were let go, and I was one of them. 

Thsi was the first time I was ever without a job, and without 
friends to go to for advice or help. I felt terribly depressed, and 
this was intensified on the coming of Christmas. 

One day I saw an add in the morning paper for a process man, 
I applied. o my suprise I got the job although I knew little about 
this type of work. I managed to hold this job for a month, until 
making a very serious mistake, I was fired. 

One day reading in the paper that a cast was being formed for 
a series of comedies going on tour, I wrote and asked for a part. 

The part was a small one, however I managed to play the part as well as 
could be expected. The plays were very poor, and the audience small. 
Finally after three weeks the company folded up, and I was once more 
out of work. 

I found the members of this company very interesting. They 
were for the most part broken down actors that had seen better days. 
The leading man had been a very famous character actor many years 
before, but having failed to get anything with the films had taken to 
arink. During the performance of one of the plays he came on the 
stage very drunk and chased the Juvenile Lead oof with a sword. I 
heard some time later that he had to leave the state on account of 
some shady deal he put through. TThe leading lady had been a 
vaudeville queen in the old days, and had won the title of Miss Long 
Beach in the early days of beauty competitions. I still meet some 
of these people. They are entirely lost among their new surroindings 
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smaller place where there was no room for me. 


ee was eating ina small restaurant one day when some one asked 
Me 


Jif I would go wap, country to Fient forest Tire, I agreed ‘and 

a cation’ while after was on my way in a car with many more out- 
i 

Bie cris like myself. Our destination was St. Helena at the 


sanatorium of the Seven Day Adventists. - The woods which 


- surrovnded the place was in a blaz ¢, so we were put to work to 


extinguish Loe This was interesting work obit none too easy. 
‘ r a4 


We were very tired when we were through for the day, and our 

PP eee was great when waraxe we were served with.a concoction 
a of vegetables and skimmed milk. 

ae We worked building fire trails and extinguishing the blaze for 
fi several days, and when we finally got things under way we were 


7 


i. sent back to San Francisco without any pay. So althgether, from 


eee, iS a 

our point of view, it was a very unsuccessful undertaking. 
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above aumm event when I saw a theatre being opened, It was 


I was walking along North %each one day some time after the 


one of these low class of stq ge show. However, this did not worry 
mes so I bchesee inside and nets to Adee way the manager that I 
was: an expert candy salesman. “ PERG he asked me what 


experience I had, so I made ag an elaborate story that abate Shae i 
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I sold wkkit ' wild ' or ! high pressure ! T had never heard of 
| either of these terms, so I answered the first, however, I said 
that I could also ewe the latter. I found out what I let 
“myself in for later. 
Every Saturday night the cast of the show, the ushers, stage 
hands, and myself had to hang round the box office and agitate till 
we were paid, and even then we seldom got the full amount. One 
night one of the leading ladies in the show got into a row with 
the management, and pepuentenet hus band in to settle it. ie was 
a prize fighter, and knocked the manager; who by the way at one 
: time was a well known wrestler, Sut! cold. He and his wife then 
promply quit. 
Another oat two rival gangs arrived at about the same time. 
I don't remember how the fight began, but a gk well dressed young 
girl was the cause. Anyway, they kept shouting insults at one 
fenother. Suddenly the girl got up and told the other gang what 
ghe thought of them and their aneestors in the strongest language. 
And then things began to hapoen. Someone pulled : and the 


police swooped down and arrested the affenders, and pe ce was resumad 
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— One day I got a job selling Real Estate. I knew Tattle, or rather I 
/shoulc say nothing about this kind of work. However, I started out full 
of hope. One of my leads was an Italian family whom I approached with 
the line about winning a prize of an allotment in some God-forsaken part 
of the country. Of course, it was honest enough and an astute person 
could at least’get something out of it. This family received the news 
with great joy, and brought out a large bottle of wine. I wasn't very 
— used to wine so it did not tdke long for me to be quite hilarious. 

- Then I ' spilled the beans ', in other words I told them to forget all 
about this business of Real Estate for it was no’ good. That ended for 
a time my profession of salesman, and incidently, one which I had always 
_ Gdispised . 
—-—«» 6n:~ looking through the morning paper several years ago I came across 
_ an advertisement for a cast for a Shakesperean company. On arriving at 
the address fiven in the paper, I found one who arrapently was the 
manager of the company and the leading lady who was a synthetic blond 
and looked like a choris girl. I was required to give a part from 
The Merchant of Venice, I forget what it was. They were apparéntly 
_ satisfied with my rendition and I got a part. The company was got 
together, we interviewed agents we read our parts to all sorts of people 
but all of no avail, the company never reached even a dress rehearsal. 
~~ ~*‘Shortly after the above incident took place I want to work ina 

restaurant on Market Street. It was’called The’Hell Hole, and it was 
a good name for it. I had long hours, hard work, and small pay. At 
_ the end of a week when I demanded more pay I was fired. So that was 
that... 
«The occupation I liked the most was the job I had at the Tivoli 

Theatre. I had long hours but the work was interesting. I took 
_ tickets on the door, ballyhooed outside, and closed up the theatre at 
night. The boss seldom arrived’till late at night and then he was too 
- busy to pay much attention to me, so that I had things pretty much my 
own way. Jobs like that are scarce however, and I believe it is the 
only’one I held. The company finally packed up and went down to San 
Jose, and I last heard of them in Sacramento. © 


jee et 


as) 


ot a gl ora Se. Creer tes 1d Se ; CY a Aap rm aE et ena 
Awe wees FSA ticiet DG ,oheted Leet Seek oe 
it ro Bedaets I. jevewel low 45 brth wide” 
Hitw Bedeactoga I wow yilmmt oetiastl sa eax abs uo 
AG Heteerol-bod emoe ot daemtolis wa Yo eslty 4 patanted 
, MOBIeg siviee as baa dyvome Jeorod saw ot ,eetmes 10 ewe 
awed ot hevieses ¢giimel eid? ~ .¢ isto tuo galidemoe Joo tesel Gan 
Viev fiause t  vettty Io sittod estal s tno Jsigaort has yyot tae 
OO) sedobvartc et tip: of of em <0 enor exat gon Hf Ih 08 ethan ge 
Lis, Segre Nosy apg yt ebvow tedto. af \' daged) sit be Ri tgs 7 
fet Deine dad. .hocg’ om saw Sf ot ofete® Teoh 30 stentend. at 
ania Dad I aoltdw eno. .yfigebtoat bis Ranke tae |G molaeetorg’ ¥ 
: ; 2 " ; : =o } y }- - 


| es eee Foy | » DOB 
bOtoR omeo F oye ekeoy Letevea teqag aatorom odd aquotdd aamioee me 
a piivicte a0 —.Thacuoo neeteqesiads » tol deed 8 201 treneetjneee 
an? eaw yisnetgerts orlw eno bosrot I. .toGag quis al. ae9ZF% Beers 
“Rrold offectnye g. caw ont yhel gathecl add hae yaeqnoo eds lo tens 
mort ttaq¢ es svi ot beyivper .2aw I -Inig atrioto a evil fesloome 
elinereccs ettw ven? -pxw UL gadw tegzroat Ii,sotael to" seadonem 
Jog bow Yasoces ef? ,tteq # fos I bus mokakbher yi dtiw Seas 
Tape Fo edrog Lie, ot ettad tue baot ew edmega Bowetviejnl ew yen 
»festnecdet seeif @ move hedoset-ta¢en yasomeo edd .lhave on Be figy 
fe at xnéw og tier I eosto soot Jueblont eveds sit «este eheromee 

sew tt bra ,etTol i fex' edt beLLaes* eae 3T ,feetic JowaM no Fe 100 
tA .yett {lave bie .xxow buat. evved grol bad fT . .¢i tot oman ae 
aaw Said. of birt caw 1 yeq Stom bebueeeb I xenw cow # Toca 


Me 
* 


ARfow nr one de Bart 2 eee ete ww two one DEE EE tao seaes ite 
jooe I ,guttestetat saw Niow edd tod erpycm akel bad Tee 


ta ettends ett cv Seeels bas ,ebletvo beaodyliad .toob oddone ceaM 
OOF ear Sf meds Dee dogta te ofel ELlt bevitra mobhesesod ent ag 

Yor dors yoToug apwtat Hat Il ded? oa ven ot moeltgeddtaido gn Fad Ode 
eit sft gf avelie:s I. Sona ,tevewod sstaoe eta FHS OUEL Stow a 
tes od awob oroe. bete-ay boveed yi fent? yasomes eat bled I eno® 
| rove esas al west te freed sesh I Segie 


ng 


: | LI) 


Percy Freer. 


When this show was over as fag aS I was concerned I had a 


new profession, not one bhat gave large rewards it is true, but 
at least an interesting one. So i tramped round to the various 
' show houses in town without much success. Finally I managed to 
get a job ot the Tivoli Theatre taking tickets on the doorg selling 
candy. This however, did not last long. A few months saw the 
last of it. 

Once more I was on my uppers as it were, and this lasted for 
some time. Once 1 found it necessary to go into the soup line, 
but I was unable to stomach the food, or so called food. One day 
things were so bad that 9 friend of mine, who was struggling along 
as a sculptor and 1 got together to decide where we could eat. We 
finally decided to go over to North Beach where my friend knew 
quite a lot of people». We were lucky enough to run into a party 
given to an Italian singer who was returning to Italy. Unfortunately 
they served wine before the meal, and two glasses was enough to 
put me to sloep. 

One day 1 was passing a Show house that was just opening up, 
and going inside I recognized my former employer of the Tivolie 
So Il was back at work once more. The theatre was very small 
holding only about a couple of hundred people. My job was to stand 
outside and ballyhoo. Three days hae: thie opening the police 
came along 8nd closed up the show, I don't know why, as there was 


nothing objectional to it as far as I know. Of course, I never saw 
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it. However, I was naturally very much annoyed at losing another 
Job in so short a time, and I did not enjoy the prospect of looking 
for another. 

Looking back at these times I wonder how I managed to existe 
Hating only occasionally. and then only sparingly/ Moving fron 
one place to another when the rent came due, and alvays on the 
look out for a job. I remember one day I heard about a job in 
Oakland and having fifteen cents in my possession I took the 
five cent ferry across. When I arrived there I got the Job but 
I was not to report till the next day. Wot knowing the town very 
well I did not know where to stay, so the night being warm I tore 
branches off the bushes in one of the parks and went to Sleepe 
Naturally I did not sleep bery well. However, in the morning I 
felt fine. Somehow or other I managed to live although I lost 
around forty pounds and my health had got very poor. Human life 
although liable to all sorts of diseases and sicknesses that are 
unknown to the other inhabitants of this earth is extraordinary 


tenacious. 
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t the beginning of nineteen thirty three I found work very 


*® 


difficult to get, and as my money had all run out and my health had 
ts so I decided to go down to Los Angeles, so one day I set 
out with a small canvas bag. I took the street car to San Mateo 


and started to walk along One Hundred and One, the Federal Highway. 


The day was fairly warm so it was not unpleasant, but after walking 
for several hours without being picked up I began to feel tired. Bf 
was worried where I should sleep that night. Not having embarked on 
anything like this before I began to have misgivings. However, I 
was lucky enough to come upon a man trying to start an old battered pet 
Ford. “ helped him, and he offered me a lift. This brought me to 
San Jose, and not knowing the town very well I walked through the : 
main street. By then I looked as if I had been walking for days and 
people looked after me curiously. It's a great woneder to me now 


that I wasn't picked up by the police. I managed to find the 


eee ne ee, Ly 


Federal Highway no. One Hundred and One. For hours I walked and 


| night began to fall. {I was some miles from the town of Morgan Hill 


I decided there was nothing else for me to do that night-but to sleep 
in a barn at the back of one of the farm houses I passed. It became 
completely dark yet I trudged along as I could find no place where 
I could make sleeping quarters. Finally a car pulled up near me and 
& voice said, " Going this way ? " and I jumped tn. Thus I reached 
Gilroy late at night. I walked through the town till I mm came to an 
old disused warehouse, where I gathered together a bundle of papers, and 
although it had a concrete floor and the night was cold I slept. rather 
well. Next morning I was up early and on my way. I did not have to 
go far when a large oil truck pulled up and a voice invited me to jump 
UP. Thus I covered another lap of my journey and arrived in Salinas. 
2 grassy lawn around the station was filled with tramps sleeping, for _ 
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the most part, mm kz with their bundles of blankets beside them. I 


: 


approached a group of them, and began askingg them about the trains. 
None of them seemed to lmow anything about them and cared less. It 
appeared that they were going nowhere in particular, and any train that 
came in was good enough for them. On making further enquiries from 
some of the railroad men I found that no fmkx freight trains were going 
to stop there that day. So I lay down on the grass and began working 
out what course I should take. Beside me sat a very old man. He 
had a long white beard, bleary eyes, and wore the dirtiest and most 
ragged of clothes. I noticed that he carried a stick to assist him 
an his movements, which were very slow and painful on account of the 
fact that he was partly crippled. I spoke to him for w while, but he 
did nothing but grumble, not without reason I suppose. Finally a long 
freight train came in. It slowed down but didn't stop. Just outside 
the station it was going so slow that one could walk faster than it. 
Suddenly to my suprise I observed the old man scramble to his feet and 
limp along with his huge pack, or ' Baloon ' as he called it, till he 
got level to the last car, whkzehkxhz and seizing the iron ladder he 
scrambled up to the roof like a monkey, and lifting up the trap on the 
top, disappeared inside. Before I could make up my mind to do 


# F 
like wise, the train started off with a jerk and digapneared round the 
; cof 
bend. A few minutes later I set out once more. / 
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(The freight pulled out of “ing City with my partner and myself 


rene a large assortment of ' Bum@ ' mostly youngsters. This was 
the first time that I had ever travelled in such a fashion, but, 
with the exception of having great difficulty lifting the trap 

on the roof of the ' reefer ', I did Not find any trouble with this 
means of conveyance. 

The only other occupant of this ' side door Bullman ' as it 
is called, was a young fellow from Detroit. He carried a small 
travelling case, and wa's bather well dressed for this way of 
travelling. : 

The freight went very Eiesly and was continually shunting 
into sidings wating for passengers to pass. Nowever, we finally 
reached San Luis Obispo at six o'clock in the evening. At the 
Station there was a group of bums that had apparently dropped off 
the previous freight. One of them was a huge Irishman who was 
apparently Bestee otf © He was very cheerful but on occasions 
‘would lapse into profound melancholy. He was continually 

lamentine the fact that he ever left the ' old country '. However , 
we found him a good companion and we stuck together for the next 
few laps of our journey. 
At San Luis Cbispo we went to the jail as it was very cold. 
The fakxe police lieutenant came from the little town of Naas just 
optside Dublin, and quite near where I used tolive. My Irish 
friend thought this was a good oportunity to ask for some money 
But this was unsuccessful. 


The jail was very uncomfortable and dirty and I was 


glad to get out of there the next morning.:. We went over to the 
' Jungles ' and I had my first meal of the famous Hobo dish known 


as Mulligan. A large vercentage of the Hohos were Irish, and we 
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' The next freight did not pull out till midnight so we built 


freight was all loaded up and the only place we could travel in was 
-anopen car known as a Gondola. This was a large affair and wa s 
erowded with bums za two of whom were women. The freight pulled out 


ra | 
i“ immediately and we were on our way to Santa Barbara. 
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: ne whole of the next day we spent lying in the sun in the Jungles, 
< 7 Hobo — talking and smoking. There was no trains that day until 
‘midnight so we had plenty of leisure. The jungles were full. Groups 
oie hobos Nad erected stone fire places and crude tables. The food, 
| called Mulligan consisting of a mixture of vegetables and a little 
meat, a's boiled in tin cans and eaten with bits of stick cut down 
“Like chop sticks. A large vroportion of them were Irish and some of 
them gathered round our fire to talk about the ' old counbry '. 
Most of them had left Ireland before the War and seemed th think it 
| “had stood still in a changing world. They were amazed to hear that 
the automobile had almost replaced the horse, and there were three 
radio stations there. They inquired about the great political 
"figures of their time, but I knew little or nothing about them. 
Some, indeed, I had never even heard or. On the other hand they knew 
nothing of the present political chiefs. 
| When the time came for dinner they started towards the town in one's 
two's and three's. These were foraging squads . The prospects were'nt 
very encouraging. This town's bummed to death, some of them said. 
Our little group of three broke up for this business. Hamilton 
was to take one part of town, Irish another and myself the end near the 
jungles. I was far from optimistic. I had never done this before, 
and I had been in pretty tough positions. However, I decided to felt 
I Seat to various stores, but I must confess I lost my courage. 
Finally having a little money in my belt I bought a dozen large oranges. 
When I met Irish he told me he had no luck so I gave him the dozen 


oranges telling him I had ' bummed ' them, 


Passing a small baker shop Irish decided to try his luck. The 


owner was a large forbidding looking female, and she told Irish she 


a 4 
had no stale bread. 
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‘Well, matam, I can still eat fresh bread, " he answered. 

" Get oub or I'll call the cops, " she roared, 

The next place we tried was a large house in the residental 
section. At our knock the door was opened by a middle aged woman. 


3 we told her what we came for. 


- 


"We've gob nothing to give you, A she answered. " Why did you 


- come here ? " 


" Because it's a big house. " 


" appearances are deceiving, " she smiled. " We are losing this 
place in a few days because we can't pay the rent. And we lived here 
nearly all our lives. " She paused. " Wait a minute. e 


She left us a moment and returned with some partly cooked meat in 


a packet and gave it to us. yy 

We managed to get some potatoes and some vegetables so we cooked 
Mulligan. Irish refused to peel the potatoes. 

" mis is a terrible country, " he exclaimed. " They never 

peeBed potatoes in the old country. " 

After this meal we sat in the long grass under a warm sun and 
once more smoked and talked. The subjankxmasxkhaxusuaixonex The 
subjects were the usual ones. The railroads and women. Few of 

them are interested in volitics. There are numerous Wobblies ! 
; ea Communists; but elections and other big events on the volitical 
horizon are seldom discussed. 

We spent the night round a big fire waiting for the fright to 
pull. One old man slept in a box.car. He awoke several times 
complaining that he was sick. | 

" @uess I'm getting old, " he complained. " Pretty soon ees 


WS mits me dead in one of these things. " We could hear him 


heavily in the dark. "IT don't cive a damn though. This is 
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The freight pulled out of Santa Barbara at midnight. It was already 
moving when we discovered it, and I had great difficulty in getting 
myself and my pack aboard. We had a box car all to ourselves, that is 
Hamilton, Irish and myself. It being late we settled down to sleep, but 
what with the cold and discomfort I could not sleep. The wind 
whistled through the car. 

After travelling for several hours we slowed down and finally 
stopped. It was very dark, but I could make out by the dim light of 
a lantern the name Surf, and I could hear the roar of the sea quite 
close to us. Surf was just a siding with a water tank from which we 
were taking water. 

We were lying down looking out through the dim oe ae made by the 
vartly closed sliding door. Suddenly two sdaddows appeared and 
scrambled in. 

" anybody else in here ? " one of-them asked. Hamilton said 
something which I have forgotten. They settled down in the far 
corner. We got into conversation. They told us various tales of 
the Ne Mostly about brutal ' Bulls ', wild women and ! Flop 
Houses ! They spoke of the legendary towns where one could get ham 
and eggs in the morning and a sithilar banquet at night. This is a 
favorite topic of the hobo, but I never saw one of these famous 
places. They told us one story which I shall never forget. It 


was about a man whom they had met in a box car somewhere in the 


« 


Middle Weak West. He was pale and sickly, and he told them he had 


Tubercolosis and had not long to live. A Bull entered at one of the 
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stops and tried to throw them off. He trimixkm kicked the latter in the 
ribs, and he immediately pulled out a gun and shot the Bull dead. The 
others were very scared. The assassin assured them that there was : 
nothing to be afraid of. " I'll take the rap if there is any trouble Boe 
he said. " He had it coming to him, and he got it. That's all. ai 


don't care what happens to me. " 


They told many such a story of 
murder, robbery and suicide, whether they were true or not I do not 
know. However, many strange things happen among these outcasts of 
society. \ 

Early the next morning we arrived we uxrkxmi at Glendale, Here 


the two newcomers jumped off and disappeared across many lines of 


track. Shortly afterwards Irish got his things together. 


" Tim setting off here ? " he said. 
" arentt you coming into L.A with us ?" we asked. 
"No. " was the answer. " Tim too well known to the police. " 


So he also got off. The last I saw of him was moving his great body 
acrods the tracks. He turned and waved to us and was gone. ne ge 18 
“remember his great cheerful face and one eye. I have forgotten his 
name. | 

When we ame to Glendale station Hamilton and I thought it was time for 
us leave the car. We had heard terrible stories of the L.A. ‘Bulle, 
and their gm road gangs. 

Neither Hamilton or I had ever been in Los Angeles before. However 
we got to the main oat and kept walking till we got to the outskitts 
of the city. Then we crossed a bridge which brought us into the 


the industrial section. We were in terrible condition, but, 
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fortunately, it was very early in the moming and there were few 
people abroad. After enquiring we found the Mission where Hamilton 
intended staying that night before starting out for San Pedro. We 
went in and walked around. There was a counle of hours till 
breakfast, so we decided to go out and walk around. Finally the 
time came for so to go our different ways and to say good bye. 

" Good bye, old fellow, and good luck, " said Hamilton. and held 
out his hand. We shook ‘hands and I turned suddenly and walked off. 
I feel now that I was very cold and matter of fact. hi was sorry to 
leave him as he was a great companion. He spoke little, but I knew 
L could depend on him if we got into any trouble. I never saw him 
again, and I don't suppose I ever will. I sometimes wonder did he 


manage to stowaway and get to the Hawiian Islands. ~/ 
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fter my return to the city I once more got a part ina 
stock tn, This, however, did not last long. I liked the 
stage, but unfortunately, I could not make a living from it, so 
I decided to give up all idea of professional stage work, but 
instead to do some amateur work. 

I managed to get a job as repair man to a chain of movie 
houses. I did quite well at this, so I had enough money to go 
to the School of Art. This is a very beautiful building and I 
was very much impressed, I went to the night classes, which 
had,in my opinion,a very low standard of art. The members of 
this school were, for the most part, men that were working in 
advertising houses or newspapers, Every friday night they 
held a dance, and half an hour previous to it, a lecture on art. 
It had none of the Bohemian athmosphepe of the Irish schools. 

Of course, the reason for this may have been the fact that the 
fees were very high, whereas, in Ireland the schools are free, 
and the pupils for the most part poor. It may seem strange, 
that in sm a society where traditions and class mean so much, 
that the artistic element of the population are extremely 
democratic. This is probably accounted by the fact that most 
of them come from the same class as Burns, that is the Peasantry, 
and are mostly Socialists. The so-called lower classes produce 
practically all the art in Ireland. 

I did not stay long at the School of Art as it cost so 


much, and my job was petering out. I was despverately anxious 


to learn some trade or profession, so I entered thex a radio 
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school. I was there a month when my job gave out, and although 

I did not know enough about the subject I entered for one of the 

exams at the @ustom House. I failed, however, to pass even the 
Morse Code test. So I was once more jobless. 

I always had a great interest in the sea, so I decieded 

to try to get a job on a ship, but all my efforts were umayakkiing 
unavailing. Finally I obtained a job on a scow. This was an 
old barge with a broken down Deisel engine and an old Ford engine 
in the bows for dxrsagixn dredging purvoses. The captain or 
pilot was a one legged Dane, who was wont to fly into furious 
rages and rave for some time. The assistant pilot or mate as 
he called himself was a tremendous Swede only twenty seven years 
old. He was continually havéng rows with his boss. Once I 
had a fight with him, and we actually came to blows, he being 
much heavier and hardier than I,was the victor and I was thrown 
over board. However, the boat being low in the water I managed to 
crawl back again. Afterwards we became great friends. 

T remained one this scow for some time although the 
work was very hard and the pay small. I enjoyed starting out 
across the bay in the early morning, with the rising sun dying 
one of the most beautiful bays in the world, crimson and orange. 

; | One day I quit, and a new man came on board to take my 
_ place. He asked me what sort of an outfit he was going to work 
for, and I told him that the work was hard, the food poor, an d 


the wages low. Consequently, the next morning he failed to show 


up, so the cantain had to come and ask me to come back. The 
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big Swede whispered in my ear to ask for more money which I did. 
Aibhough the Captain was very much annoyed he granted my request. 
The last trip was an ill fated one. The sea was very rough, and 
close to two sharp rocks known as the twin sisters the engine 
broke down, and we werer forced to drop.the anzksxr amemxr anchor. 
For that day and tnto throught the night we drifted. Every 
hour one of us would have to man the pumps’ to keep the old 
barge afloat. In the morning we found that our food, which 
mainly consisted of hot cake flour, had benn ruined by the rats. 
So that we had nothing to eat. To make matters worse it rained 
and we were soaked. All our efforts to attrack attention by 
means of our siren failed. Finally a tug steamed up and towed 
us back to the dock, I drew out my pay and quit. 


I never saw the Captain since, but one day I saw a 


ragged and down at heel individual walking along Valencia Streebtywwun 


It was the big Swede. He was out of work. His wife had left 
him leaving him without anything. A year or so later I again 


saw him. He was better dressed and a little more cheerful. 
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I was born on the American ship bertoion of which my father was captaine 25 
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She was laying in waters of Burrard's Inlet off what is now Yancouver B.C. but 


was theiy known as Hastings Mills. ‘The ship was waiting to load lumber and . 
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Continued. 


After arriving in S.F. folbowing the wreck of the Marinon and setting new 
outfits all around we were soon at sea againe ily father had taken command 

of &@ new tounel) a small brig, the Meyers. She sailed between S.F. and the 
Hawaiin Islands carrying aes livestock and passengers to the Isalnds and 
returning with raw sugére 

I have only a vague recollection of these trips. after two years of this my 
father took command of a larger ship the Belvedere and again went into the coal 
trade between British Columbia and California. 

We still lived aboard the ship except wher we came to SeF. Then we went to a 
hotel while the ship <ischarged. These times ashore were great times for M@- 
Stores, theatres, and new people to see after being confined to the ship with 


only water for a scene 3nd only the ships companyio talk toe I had another 


brother and a sister by this time both born ashore. ‘We were happy 4nd contented 


in what to most people would seem a strange life. It was the only life we knew 
of we had nothing to miss. We had our toys and I had a velocipede that I rode 


on Geck in fine weather. ‘thé motions of the ship did rot bother us and an 


ocessional blow now and then was an annoyance only because it ke.t us in the eabin. 


The first Christmas that 1 remember was at sea. Like all children we expected 


Santa Claus and were told he would come if we w re good. As he had to come from 


Somewhere and the only land in sight was the moon he was supposed to come from 


there. 


He surely did come and with what 4 noise a thump on the deck over the cabin a 


rattling of chairs and at last a pounding on the cabin doore “hen one of us 


opened the door there he stood, fur coat and cap big boots and a long beards — 


sked cach of us if we had been good. 
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his whiskers smelled like rope yarn. This, however did not disturb my belief 


in his supposed identity but some years later I found out that he was our 
chief officer. Before Santa Claus left my father took him into his office i 
i 


iat, 
and gave him something from a bottle in the medicine chest to keep him varm be) 


on his long journey back to hive moone ext morning as had been promised, we a 
found just the things we had wished for all spread out sround the cabin stove 
together with a wonderful Christmas tree. 

This tree had been made by the ship's carpenter. The trunk and branches were 
of wood turned in a lathe and painted green. ' The leaves were shavings dipped 
in green paint. It was illuminated with home made candies in homemade candle 
sticks and the whole turned on & pivot at the base. 

My life on the ship went along about the same as any boy's life on land. We 
had an occasionsi storm and were nearly shipwrecked oncee Frecuently my mother 
took us to visit my crandparents in British Columbia and to stay with them while 
the ship made a round trip. . 4 ‘ 
As I grew older my mother taught me my letters and 2lso taught me to reade “hen © | 
I was seven it was decided that I, bebng the oldest then should go sak to | 

Boston, the home of my father’s people. Enter schol and stay there until my 1 
younger brothsr was of school age when it would és necessary for the family to } 
live ashore so that the children could go to schoole My father, of course, would ‘ 


‘continue to go to sede 


Next I will write of my trip Bast and of my early school life. 
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‘When I was about 7 years old mother, three younger children and I started 
for Boston via rail route. Ishall always remember that trip. It was the first 

train journey of over twenty miles that any of us including my mother hed taken. ? | 

Father had to stay with hie Ship and after bidding him goodbye at the : 


Qakaland mole we were on our own. ‘The youngest was only a year old and the 


rest of us graduated szes up to me, the oldest. Wot accustomed to rail travel i 
we had to learn by exp-rience. Our lunch out up for 4 party.twice the size - ! ; 4 
7 8 


of ours. He must have estimated our needs on the basis of theappetitues of 


five hungry s@ilorse We also had hand bageage far in excess of whst an se 
; a | 
experienced traveler would have taken. -In those days 4 changes of cars was made | + } 


at the end of each railrosd system and as there were many of these changes the 
transfers of our baggage was @ sizeable job. Also changes of trains after en= 
tailed @ considerable wait at the junction point. It was sumer and hot and the 


journey of six days seemed unending. However we arrived at my grandfather's 


home in fair condition and after being given much need baths were as good as 
evere My grandfather's family consisted of himsedt, my grandmother and six aunts i ; 
of mine, most of them school teachers and of course of the Boston varisty. : 
Their relative from the Vest were naturally objects of their polite coutbsaty 1 
and the speech of my bfother and myself, being mixed with western idions and 
_ seafaring terms a source of unending amusement. On-many occasions our sentences a 
had to be intorpreted for them by my mother. After a week or so at the house 4 
plase we all went to stay at their simmer siean st Monument Beach, Massachugetts, 
There we were more at home as we wore near salt water though I can remember ‘mus 
looking with great disdain on the small yachting craft in these waters as 


they did not compare st all in size with the large ships I was familiar with. 
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a there Were two rowbosts at the place and " thought nothing of taking 
‘them eat for a short trip. My mother saw no danger in this but it was too much 4 
for my Sian ath ov wh ust have itd like a hen thst was hatched out ducklings, 

On seeing them take to water. So this amusement vas forbidden me. | 
We had 4 fine time a11 that summer and in the fa11 returned to Boston, 


Shortly after that my mother and my brother and sisters returned to S.F. leaving 


me behind to go to school. 

My entry into school was an event in my life. I hsd had some teaching fron 
my mother but it was unbalanced with ‘the course of study iaid down for the schol. 
However I soon sdapted myself to conditions and got along well. ify first | 
experience with snow, in which I coulda play was a most delightful one. ‘When 

_ Snow fell on the Ship's deck it Was promptly shoveled overbosrd and there was 

little chance to play in it. | ; | 
Some one had told-me that if I started rolling a small snowball and kept on 

rolling it through the soft snow thst it would get big. I tried this ana found — I 


it true. After rolling it for some distance it reached quite an alarming size, 


fear it might 


, So iarge that I wes afraid of it but dia not dare to leave it for 
{ S 


Scare & horse and thet ot me seemed a. very seri us thing. 


‘inally some men 


came along and broke it up for me for which I was v ry thenkful and greatly 4. 


relieved. ; 


After six months of school I was promoted to the second erade. I felt 


greatly elated but was soon to find thst there could be a Sreat difference in : 


teachers. ‘The one ! now had was homely cross and sarcastic and I did ~ot learn ii 


8S rapidly as before. Also going to sch°ol now 


“a8 anything but a pleasure. i 


In fact the only pleasant memory I have of being in her class is when she was 


sick for sometime and we had a substitute. 


However I struggled through he first year and ante 2 the second year i 


r her tutelage she ‘havi 
ee 


two grades to teache 
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ca to. "dress me Like Little Lord sounteleeye thi mie T strongly 


hat ona wit the help of my erandfether the only ih male member of 


— 


me mq » remtiy, dere or less defeated their designs. 


. I received quite a little instrudtion at nome but mainly in the family — 

history they came from early Puritan stock American history and Bible history, 

not very intersting to a seven year old but which } have never forgotton. 
After pwoyeere in Boston my fath-r, mother, brother and sisters came 


for a visit and took me back with them to the Pacific Coast. 


Next I will tell of my school life out here. 


ie ae: 


< Bor: we 


hia a 


oe @ eres bev ioo> ei 


ay 


i aor vy , Nee hits a itars Ah rest i GOOFS RT RO 35 ‘ ; raed r Nat te 


. _ i > 


Sey : ye - tec: * ; . ay “~ Fi ‘ ; é. tn a5 ~ hay waved g af ole er i whey 


‘ ih * 
ty : 4 L * A o aor 1 oe ‘ e¢ 
ate * « , a ae - i. “ es ei seen ore Baye ty J 
‘ : an 4a: a pte 1 , dow be 9 . se eV = aa ws - ae; agd re a. : : 
» i 7 ¢ : 4 “4 > > 2 ay ‘ 
i U : ‘ . 
WML RP At ’ r bist i Slat ret 4 Pa ea cias ePa bs ngs 
a drag) of Lock esfd ot Medd ulti Ose Che 4 GlY Goes 
Wi ! 
_ i 
- j es, 
: fat Et w 
in 8 : 
a La 4 
a 7} 
6 ‘ 
ao 
A J 
; . 
i 
4 
‘ § i ~ 
on W 
. 
’ ' 
1 
is. ; ¢ 
Ti 
J i 
: 
we 


Con't 


on we started to the Pacific Coast from Boston we first went north to vontreal 
and iwace took the Ganadian Pacific then a new rosd that ran through at times, 
many miles of a ee an and sparsley settled country. ‘There was no diner and 
18 es our meals at meal stations. ‘he meals and service were excellent but as_ 
ho trains was often late we frequently got very hungry two or three hours wait 


: ’ 
was not unusual but fortunstely we hed a lunch basket that helped out in these 
emergancicse 
Through the mountains the Rockias and the Selkerke the scenery was fuathies iful but 
i 
\ the weather was ary cold as it was November Ye finally reached the Fancouve r BeCe 
idea from there went to Msriano. one shore home was to beat 2 small iosding port 
_ Whore my father loaded coal and known 4s Det Baye 
i We had a confortable house and my brother and I entered school. It was vastly 


 afiforent from the Boston school one room with about six classes my poother one 


_ another by and myself were the only whitechildven. The rest of the pupils sbout 


a. dozen were half breeds and other mixturcs with Indians. uur teacher however 


was a well educated Scotch girl and 4 good instructor. 


* 
Through contact with half breeds and full blooded Indians I soon learned to speak 


’ 
 *ohunoate a jargon used between the whites and the Indians. tt was quite necessary 


7 for people in this section to speak this language as we depended on the Indians 
5 for fish, game and berries. Also for certain work if they could be persuaded to 
doit. After two years in the north we moved to SI. and shortly after thst to 


Berkeley whore we lived for ten years we children aligoing to school there. Life 
~~ 


{gh 


ip in spar nel ey was quite different from my carly sea and trontire lifé but I-soon 


es alee myself ¢ and went through grammer nance? without Shae Ana aa differ ont 


ee 
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up beseball and football much against the desire of our principal who thought 
ath atic interfered too much with the course of study. Nevertheless, our football 
-* which I played a tackle qualified for the finals and was only beaten in the 
ast game of the high school season, by Lowell. 


; about three months before I graduated I got.a job, quite by accident and went to y \ | 
wo! k thought I was allowed to keep in contact with my school and study at home also ; 
to take the final examinations,2at which I passed and received my diploma. | 
My gob was with a large manufacturing concern and I was hired to do machine drafting. | 


As I was not always busy at this I was often put at any odd jobs that came along if 


end thus got quite a thorough knowledge of the business. In as hardwork ten hours 


per day but the fact that it gave me money in my pocket made it seem casy. 


i 


_ One man the general foreman of the factory jock quite a liking to me and taught 


me @ great deal about the detail of the business. i \ 
As I was fresh from school and good at figures a good many problems were put up | | E 
to me to solve. Few factory men at that time even some of the best mechanics I; 
"understood much spout mathematics, so I was somewhat of a necessity sround the . 7 j 
plant. After three years on this my first job I was put at ostimating costs. et 
‘Here the teachings of my friend, the general foreman were of @ great help and Ay } 
| ig st any time I needed information of a technical nature that I did not sink . | 
he was an unfailing source for suche “ot ding after this I was made assistant to fy: 


the superintendent. My good friend recommending me and working hard for me to 


eet the job though it put me in a position where I would be over hin. 


I somewhat exaggerated the importance of my new-position and promptly started to 


oe I worked hard and ihe all the 
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Part V 


A year after I had my promotion I gained the idea that my talents 


were not fully appreciated and that I could do much better for myself 
} 
| 


_ 


by running my own shop. A small business had been started but was 

not doing so well and I was given an opportunity to join this company 
as one of the firm and take full charge of the manufacturing. I jumped 
at the chance and severed my connection with the old firm. 

The small plant was a different proposition from the ola one . 

I had no one to lean on and no one to go for advice when I needed it. 

‘ Besides we did not have unlimited material to draw from but had to 
buy closely paytrolls were often hard to meet and collections some- 
times poor. These conditions I had not experieinced in my former 
employment. ! 

I had however made my choice and stuck with it. It was the uphill 
fight but I was young and always hopeful and after a time thingsg ot 
better. We got new capital into the company and were enjoying a health 
growth when the earthquake and fire of 1906 came along. 

When the shock of April 18, 1906 struck at 5:17 alm. I was 
awakened from a saund sleep, Bot up quickly, took a look out the 


window and seeing no damage in our immediate vicinity we lived facing 


the panhandle of Golden Gate Park--went back to bed and to sleep. 


Soon my sister came rushing in and begged me to get dressed and come 


down into the street where most everyone had gone at once after the 


shock. 
I dressed carefully and came down, had a cup of coffee that my 


6 on a coal oil stove, and then started dow town. 


The 


‘mother had mad 


‘No street cars were running of course and I had to walk. 
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People were all in the streets some dressed some partly dressed 

a a few with so little On they were practically. naked. By the time 

: got to the City Hall I was going pretty fast but paused to look 

n st the wreck or allof it that could be seen through the dust which 

“Still being in the dir around it. Then down Merket Street, the side- 

, eke were piled high with broken glass and other wreckage so I took 

“the middle of the street and'hurried on. I turned down Second Street 

. and passed some cheap lodging houses that had collapsed and saw men 

digging out the dead and injured. I did-not stop as I wanted to get 

to the shop, when I got there things did not look so bad. The front 

of the building, a briek structure had partly fallen out and part of 
Pine roof sagged. I went inside and found the machinery and stock in { 
"good shape and that little damage had been done by the quake. 

: The employees started to arrive and pitched in straightening up 


‘the stock and sweeping up the dust. About twenty all showed up but 


one by one they left when the fires, that could be seen on three sides 


of us started to burn closer, 

I had found that there was no water and that the building was sure 
mero go so LI took all of the company books and important papers out of 
the safe, tied them together in a convenient bundle and with three 

men who had stooa by me left the plant. | 

My sailor instructs turned me toward the watefront and we made our 
way over bricks and past fires that were so hot that we experienced 


great diffficulty and danger until we reached the Pacific Mail Docks, 
“Sale I went aboard ohea of the large steamers whose captain I knew 


ag, Sagi “employes sho hed imbibed too freely thet morning, had | 
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Lal 


wanted to help and not caring to trust him with anything of value 


told him to bring the typewriter never expecting to see him again. 
; \ 


surprise and relief was great when coming off the ship I found 


VW 
im sitting on the typewriter case in the shade of a pile of cargo 


sonsiderably sobered up when business resumed typewriters were scarce 
nd much in demand and our machine that had been saved was of great 


value to us. 


As soon as I lef the ship she pulled away from the wharf and 
anchored in the bay so I was satisified thet our books were safe for 


as long as I wanted to leave them. 


After leaving she wherves I started for home but had to make a lon 


detour to get around the fire and the lines of soldiers who were stopp 


people from going into danger. IL saw many ¢ distressing sights, my 


way was through the tenement district and everyone was on the move 


and did not know where to g0. Everyone was trying to carry as much 


as he could. Some were hysterical some dumb with fear and others 


dazed. I thought afterward that many that I saw must have lost their 


lives as the fire was not far pehind me and I went along at 4 pretty 


pope pace but many people were just standing in one spot not know. ing 


_ where to ERS what to d0-. 
I finally reached home about 4 pem. having had nothing to eat 
since morning. l found all well at home but little food as our 


supplies had most eth been ruined by a 9 gallon can of eoal oil spilligg .. 
i 


on them. My father had peen able to buy a few eroegs ies before the ~ a 
stores were cleaned out but I remember of our friends who were in 


e burned out had sought shelter in the home and there were 
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That night we watched the fire from the top of a nearby hill. 
as burning on three sides, north, east, and south of us and was 


awesome spectacle. 


The nezt morning I went down to Van Ness avenue to help some 
riends move their effects before the fire came up to them. It was 


ving day for everyone, the fire still sweeping on and no water to 


I pustled some groceries from a store that was being raided by 


if 


the crowd it would soon be burned anywey, and wheeled them home in a 


‘ge 


heelbarrow that I had appropriated. 


ce. Toward eveningof the third day word came that the fire was under 
, y 5 
control. Food started to come in on the morning af the fourth day and 


from then on we got our supplies via the bread lines until the stores 


a 2) ; . . 
were restocked and resumed business. 
! 


The city was virtually under martial law and many restrictions 


were placed upon us such as putting out all lights at certain hours 


weeping off the street at night and many others. 
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ne 
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“After arriving: in San Franéisco following the wréck of 


os L ee i IW Wi Pane ; p Bera 
utobiocrephy oe Edward Foren | ue 


~~ 


the Mernieon and getting new outfits all around we were soon 


a a | 


at sea again. My father had taken command of a new vessel, 

@ Small brig, the Meyers. She sailed between San Francisco 

and the Hawaiian Islands carryine supplies, livestock and 

_ passengers to the Isiands and returning with raw sugar. 

I have only a vague recollection of these trips. 

After two years of this my father took command of a 
larger ship, the Belvedere, and again went into the coal 
trade between British Columbia and California. 

We still lived aboard the ship except when we cane to 
‘San Prancisco. Then we wert to a hotel while the shiv dis- 
chareed. These times ashore were sreat times for me. Stores, 
theatres and new people to see after being confined to the 
ship with only water for a scene and only the ships company 
to talk to. 

i! T had another brother and a-sister by this time, both 
born ashore. We were happy and contented in. what to most 
oeople would seem a stranse life. It was the only life we 
knew of so. we had nothing to miss. We had our toys and L 
had a vVelocipede that I rode on deck in fine weather. 

The motions of the ship did not bother us and an oc- 
easional blow now and then was an annoyance only because 
it kept us in the cabin. ) 
The first Christmas that I remember was at sea. Like 

"all children we Sxpedted Sante Claus and were tol¢ he would 


“ 


n come! if we were good. As he had to come from sonewhere and $ : 


ang in Sight was the moon he was supposed ‘to come 


t 


bir i sen 


: at f ON 
> ‘ * 7 Sa oe ' i vf 
; 7 ; 4 
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 He+ surely did come and with what ea noise, a thump on. 


the deck over the cabin, a rattling of chains and at last a 


pounding on the cabin door. When one of us opened the door 


; 4 ; 
there he stood, fur eoat.and cap, big boots. and a Long beard. 


He asked each of us if we had been good. Of course, he had 


or at least said so. Ne then told us he would send us our 
presents and to look for them in the forward cabin in the 
morning. Then he kissed us goodbye and I remarked that his 
whiskers smelled like rope yarn. This,however, did not dis- 
turb my pelief in his supposed identity but some years later 


T found out that he- was our ehief officer. Before Santa 
So 


“Glaus left my father took him into his office and gave him 


something from a bottle in the medicine chest to keep him 
& 
warm on his long journey beck to the moon. 

Next morning, as he had promised, we found just the 
things we had wished for all spread out around the cabin 
stove ‘together: with a wonderful ehei stn las tree. 

This tree had been made by the ships teenawters 
trunk and branches were of wood turned in a lathe and 
painted ereen. The leaves were shavings dipped in green 
paint. It was illomine ted with home made candles in home- 
made candlesticks end the whole turned on a pivot at the 
base. 

My life on the ship went along about the same as any 
boys life on land. We had an occasional storm and were 
nearly shiprecked once. Frequently my mother took us to 


sia hae my grandparents’ in British Columbia and to stay with 


ile the ate made 2 round trip. 


et 
As I grew older my mother taught me my Goi and also 


decided that I, 
tne home of my father 
ger prother 


a = hae 
taught me to read. ; 
When " was seven it was 


peing the oldest, 
ast to Boston, ts people, 


then should go e 
y there until my sib 


+ +0 enter. school and to sta 


was of school ie eae it would » 


& necessary for the family 


to Live ashor® s0 thet the enildaren could go to school... MY 


would eonti 


7 father, ° of course, nue #o go to Sea~ 


Next I will ao of my trip east and of my early sehool 
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After the shiek fire was over and Neenis began to get back to a normal 
pitihe of mind everyone it seemsd turned their thoughts to rebuilding and re-establish 
ing themselves. It was surprising to see the confidence and energy that was 
idiown in this movement. I and those associated with me, started in at once; the 
first move was to get our-insurance adjusted and that was some job. The records 
that I had saved by stowing them on the steamer were of great help and we got 
most of our insurance. With this money and a good credit standing we ordered new 
machinery from the Esst. In the meantime before our equipment arrived we started 
to work with whatever we could patch up out of the ruins of ower plant. ‘fhe 
owner of the building started to rebuild and our firm started work in the basement 
going up from floor to floor 8s each floor was finished. Ina surpisingly short 
time, about three months we were going as well as ever and with plenty of businesse 
For the next ten years there was little out of the ordinary in my daily and 
ee life. The war bytthat time was going on and the plan ran night and day 
most of the time. The Panama Pacific Plate ares ree ial wen went and I had not got 
any younger and felt myself to be ina rut. My associates did not care for 
expansion so when an opportunity came to go over to a new company then forming, 
I seized ite 
I was given full charge of the manufacturing of this new enterprise and put 
ua plant out of towm. I invested in the company and was given a sales contract 
for edditional stock which I used and became substantally interested. We operated 
for several years at a good profit De ccpended our eet and business always 
going ahead. Our showing must have come to the ition 74 of a large eastern 


ms company had 
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Iwas for one the first timé in my business life ut of a jobbut as I had 


me oe , . 
eeseeeiy money this did not worry me. I felt that I would get into something 


4 bal 
and get going soon. ‘Things however were not so good and time went on and I 


em 

only carned money occasionally. 
_ It was the speculative era and that tock considerable of my money. Finally © 
om i ; 
_ I wes broke and was ¢lsd to accept help for which I was duly grateful. When the 


 .WeA- opened I drew a pick. this job certainly benefited me physically and 
: helped me slong financially. When-ethe C.W.A. projects werec closed I had to 
worry along as best t could until I was assimgmed to Dr. Radin's office with which 


I am still connecteds 
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Biography Of. Adolph Forth, Continued. 
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f ny FY 4 a 2 
Aor, BeP%. 
the early days on the farm All the children had to begin 


heal reuse: beginning with light work depends on their ages 
ee pessices condition, Wyself I was considered suall put the husky 
“ligimsstype, all mscels, in fact most all the youngsters in that 
part of the country were the muschlamr type which was developed 

- through physical labor, y firet field work was at the age of nine 
"years old, when I drove two horses harrowing the following year ag =| 
iT dia considerable plowing with a two horse stubble plow, I was 

not strong and tall enough to lift the plew, Being that I had the 


prs” 
# 


_ two best trained and faithful horses to full the plow, it made h 
‘2 | 


the task much easier, in fact the two horses always were my pets, 
" th ey were almost human, it seemed that they understood most anything 
that you would say to them, and they would generally do as you asked 
them. They apparently realized that they were not worked as hard 
ae? when th ne older brothers drove them , as dad instructed me not to 
work teo hard, and when I get tired I would stor at the end of the 
: 
field te Fost while deing so Il would let t.e Learses graze a little 


and they no doubt enjoyed this very much, As stated before, that I was ‘ 

4 
net tall enough to lift the plew, at the end of the field, I would : 
gauge the horses and tild tne plow en its share edge so that it would 4 


Catch a full furrow, but it was necessary to stop the horses at the 
beginning of the furrow to allow me to tild up the plew. Occasionally 

the plow would hit a reck, my head being almost aven with the plow 

{ handles, the handles would hit my head, and would sometimes leave 

| black and blue BETES , this would cause nie to become very discouraging, 

and would Cause me to eens the desire for the werk, but there were’. 

itters ox egies hag At pds! ie eet gh oie eis oh cunitathe 


mc bad 8 


Md 
ea ae 
‘ert 
V6 Tl apd 
Ee 
de 
s 
. a? 5 
; REeSee. enn 
ocr ak 
rt 
eee oe 
Di Pa é ya \" { 
Se Nos ath Phx. bes: \ f bend 
Je : 
‘ . \ 4 , 
F \ Ae TS \ . } “ 
DeGe Le J CPi a 
\ ya rn ‘J ‘hay f ‘ Lt 
test UD ae Lv he mo Hy eat 
) ' 
\ af! x ‘ errs 
te : arte 4 Se c. baie, And he 
SE VY f ‘ \ wt a Ke ae ye 4 “1 ‘ha 
al A 4 ' 7 
“ ’ . . { HY ul > a ant ¥ ae 
‘. : a Cr “ f gen ©,.0 Wie 9 . 
Cs Phe srceiks. CNG) an ee oh eigen bt in eo 
‘ eh Ee oh Ray eS 
Fe Name Weta tf cHoelgh tid 
: ae 
by ioe r ‘ 
1 wd § *S) 
bY Ws t i %) e iY \ [ 
i 
ake ‘e 
ait . " t ’ i j 
‘ L ¥ ~ 
A | 
4 ag: we be 4h! 
vot Pa i) . ; b ' wet 2 y 
P, “hay yt . ; ’ 
vi 1 ‘ 
Cie. eueak 5 
j 
( has ' : 
iar \ 
, att en : 
Lt ¢ . 
: F} e ‘ ‘ 
7 ‘ 
orf t \ t 
f ® 
os 
} ‘ 
ib ‘ - 
Peden es 
- 
uf dys : 
€ eh, } 
Loy ie oe 
y} fe Pi are 
: : Ves wt 


ee me 


te te heard the cattle, Gnberine from 75 to er 


a the 
this we S erent aia on acceunt having a stiall riding horse with 4 
ame Leth horse was particularly trained for hearding cattle, 


i 1 would never leave its master, and wevuld drive and reund up the 
atthe by it self almest as well as with the rider, in addition with 

+] e eld faithfull shepard deg it.was an easy matter for most any 

young person heard the cattle, eoccasbonally the grazing land was 

adjacent to grain or corn field that would require close attention 

Be on any of the cattle start for the grain er corn field. Old shep 

was Called the pointing of the hand be sufficient for shep to know 

| what to do. Alse the cows would kmow what sh Pp would do to then, 

ay treatment they sometimes got was rather severe, The dog would 

treat the animal accordance with their nature, Senereiiy shep would 

‘play from the back and nip their hind legs er rather close to the 

hoofs, and if you would hollar loud and severly he would bite them 

hard enough to draw bleod., The bull was very large and would get 

_ very ugly at times in fact he did net like eher, and shep was on a 

“ watchout for him most the time, Occasionally the bull would want to 

steel a few bites ef the ferbidden grain, This generally would cause 

y big fight between the dog and the bull. at these fights I always 

e ot on my horse but always kept a distance from the fight, for fear the 

che may attack the horse or myself. the fight generelly weund up a 

- plecay nose and bloody hoofs for the bull, well shep did get a kick 

in tos vibs occasionally, but always cama out the winner, The fight 

was allowed to run until the bull become somewhat exausted, or alse 

he would give in and run for the heard at which time tim shep was 

called eff, Shep would always fight with the bull until he was 

: led to stop which he obeyed promptly, as hs knew that the fight 

as won when called off, otherwise it was believed that the deg would 

aw 


7 zs i be. a 
Po ae f 


enght “des he Killed. the Sorte Fire* he would bite the animal 


aniual st showed us of Moby thot: ~.. 
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ump eke. threat, this erated oe renee pie 


ie 2a a ae and shep knew this, but when the 
imal shored too much resistance it would wake him angry, and he 
Pee then display his nature, In this heard of cattle we had two 


Sows that we trained to ride. sometines we would ride the old com 
for a change and let the herse and dog drive the cattle, especially | 
we en: the neighboors kids were with me, this we thaught was great fun 
to ride the cows and let the dog, Shep. and the horse Nel. drive the 


heard, Both would walk back and forward, when there were any of the 
z 

Cows walking too slow. This we yould do only when coming from the 
@Yazing field only. I was very fond of fresh milk, very seldom did 

Tt take water with me, but instead I carried a cup. when thirsty I 

nw 


youngsters were fond of raw eggs, During the latter rart or after 


would go tO a cow and get some Fresh milk to drink, Yost all of the 


dune we most always carried with use a little box of salt , in that 


country in those day there were many wild doves, prarie chickens and 
u h 
"Sh j 
“Quails, We generslly knew where to find fresh eggs when we were 


hungry. also wild onions, wild petatoes. er rather indian potatoes, 


, 4 K yf ? 
they were to be found most anyplace, they are very gd eating when 


~ young and tender. We would dig up many allow thenm to dry in their 


me latter have toasted indian potatoes. When dug up at the 
Proper tine would taste sisilar to chestmts. when toasted . 
} My father had s mesle lading shot gun which he received during 
othe indian war in So Dak, This gun was carried in the wagon every 


when eut in the field, for to get prairie chickens, quails and 
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ares r Hight, ‘ ge nh eels come nearer aia nearer, out it 
would be eae diccicult te see them until they got real close 

@ would be hidden away under some straw,, the gun loaded with buck shu 
! hots, @S 800n 48 We could see them we would shoot into the flock, 
“then listen to hear if any of them would drop, Cne night we were 
“very fortunate in dropping two geese with one shot, This however 

we did. not consider any great spertsmenship. We found it more thrilling 
te do our hunting in the day time, we would watch for a flock of geese 
‘to lite in me corn field. that is aftter the corn was husked and late 
“in the fall, when a flock would lite, we immediately would gat the 
Reard of cattle at least fifteen or Neauty amongst these we would take 


= 
e ' ; 

_ the two old cows that we used to ride. One would drive the heard the 
[ 


je) 


' other would get on one of the cows flat on its back with the gun 
geese will not fly away froma heard of cattle until real close, at 
, : 2 


which time when close he would shoot this proved out to be a success 


-_ 


due to the two cows that we could ride, Frarie chickens would generally 


@ 


| @tay in the grain or stuoble fields, this was a more difficult task 
| Many times I crawled on my hands and knees for a quarter of a mile 
ie 

Bi: in furrows, then occasionally to get closer in rarge I would almost 


Slide en my stomach for a bleck er seo in the stubbles so that they mou 
1 


could not ses me, and always from the wind or breeze, as they can 

Va @iways detect you if coming from the wind, with the old mesle lading 
“gun that scattered the shots considerably, we were able to get if 
trained on two that were closes together , manage to get two with one 
 shot.. Quail hunt was more succesfull they generally bunch up, 

it 

tn which case have succeeded in securing mim as high as nine quaile 

; with one shot. We also secured fabbits and prairie chickens with 


figure four and drop door traps. This is a very successfull method 


also inexpensive, and does not injure the animal or bird in the 
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You can generally 
ect the Size raboit that you want, by the tracks in th 


this aban 
~1 


n fact at sometines becomes a puzzle to follow the tracks that you 
rT 
started out with, 


€& snow 


accustomed to tracking rabbits does afford let ef fun. 


A rabbit before he layes down for the day does not 


ae 


ave a strait path behind but deuble crosses his own path, 


that will make several Sideway jums sometimes three to four feet 


me ; > * 
this is done in order that any trailer dogs or human ay loose 
“es & 


Short distance or until he finds a suitable spot to lye down and j 


generally is found lying in a low bunch of brass, or lew spets if 


can be found. Very seldom 


Winter months, Im as the Bulmer days approaches they turn nore grey 


we 


i recall the first live thing that I shot, fina ma whan thre mmm 
a 


I was seven years old, was not strong enough to hold the gun to shoot, 


ny little Sister and uyself were left at home on a saturday afternoon 


ina cold fall day, a half inch 


‘ereek nearby the house, We heard a goose calling 


‘Saw a wild goose on the ice in ths creek, 


we went to see and 


I rushed for the gun which 


was always loaded. I sneeked up to the bank, layed down and trained 


; and leveled the gun on the goose, and sure enough I shot the fowel 


this was a Surpriss to the folks when 
‘fe fhe ‘ : e 
that I was too young to fool with a gun, This was quiet 


The only way I could accomplish this was to place the gun en a rock 


and level it until in perfect sight of the 


a this left a memory, or rather a Sore shoulder that stayed with me 


~& week, the gun was one of those that kicked like a cannon, when 


) Was loaded with a heavy charge, as they generally did lead +} 
ee the fall season when the (Beese cid Five. 


ie 


esr te. 
ve phe i be * kaaaee By if Forth, 
Y ete: a hy 
i p » 3 es oe a7 is A es i ves S a s a “| ; ; 7 ; 
a re ve let Ti a a, cin wa * ; G es. Stu, ‘ 


and after ¢ 


after making several side Pumps we wil] then go for anothe 
oP. 


: m@ You can detect a jackrabbit from snow in the 
A ‘ 


ait inch ice had formed on the water in the cman 
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hey returned home, They thaught 


quiet an event for me, 


g00se, then null the trigger, 
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On account there being so many children in the family, it 
generally was a lively spet fer the neighber beys and girls to ceme te 
and always found seme ef the kids at home, as stated before father 

has a werk shop, which place was very seldom idle, sest always sozie 
would be making some little thing, teyes, hame made carts, repai~ 
‘ring ef bicycles and whatnet, . Wy first bicycle was ene of the eld tyre 
# very large wheel in frent and a small one behind, the frent wheel 
‘peing so large it Was necessary for me to take a run then ster on 

step before I ceuld get on the seat, this bicycle caused good many 

6 


Leng trips en country reads. at the age of twelve I purchased a 


pills, and did net last very leng, as it was impracticable te make 


- chainless bike this was a real treat, as I could travel most anyplace 
day or night with a lamp. This bike I purchased from the money that 
By made or my share of the money received from pigeens that we raised 
every year, we used te sell as many as five hundred a year, for which 
_ Teceived 20¢ to 40¢ a piece. This money was divided up amongst all 
the children ever five years of age, and under a gratuate scale, 

the oldest weuld get ten percent more then the second oldest and se 
en dewn until the youngest would receive pessibly a dellar er two 
gone ef the youngest whe did net know the value ef money, Dad would 
act as trustee for them, but the ethers would receive their amounts 

te use an they see fit, and they all were quiet capable in managing 


Phe and to receive the mest fer their money, eccasienally by the advise 


7 a 


; of the older ones, This Was a happy and well erganized family until 


“eur me th er took sick and died when I was Sacks years of age. For 
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oa exal uonths after her death I do ES very destinctly that 
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‘ire als s tee moh fer her account ef being in her eighties. | 
d girls would not stay leng account eo much werk, and dad 
ould not pay them as well a8 they were getting in towns. however in 
three or four nenths dad tanaged to pull himself together again and 
organize all the work en the ranch, and feund that we get along very 
nicely without outside help, My eldest brother was made manager of 
the farming question, the next brether was manager ef the livestock 
‘then the next brother was in charge of the dairy cows and horees, 
-nysels ef the pigs and chickens, ny sister mistress of the house. 
ay father being the general manager and cook, shortly after I wae 
appointed as cook at the age of about nine. in fact most all the 


eases brethers were and had very good knowledge ef cooking that is 


plain home cooking, Such as cooking and frying chickens, other meats, 
Raking of dumplings, noodle soup, egg emlets, etc. but we found that 
there Were ne such cooking as mother used to make, we’all wissed her 
we mach, Grandma lived in a small tewn naned scotland which was ter 
| miles from out ranch, she used to come ever about once a week,and 

i ta nice meals as mothers, While dad wes good hand at cooking, 

_ Rewever he had tee mch to tend to that he ceuld not plan meals 

, as well as he would liked to, Then came the Sewing and mending, 

yo ; 

ek a Tainy day and in the winter menths dad did prepare the clethe 
and enough for the summer wonths, in fact he made our everialls 
taal shirts, while they probably were net quiet as well na de 

| Teady made, but he generally purchased quality ef cleth that 

ade them last.. He also had a shoe cebblers outfit, with which he 
a ended and half s@led our shoes, alse wade harness for the horses, 


oe Several sets of harness, one set very fancy for the buggy 


saad had a three seated tep buggy and another (one seated 
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Ld go, Dad and aid, dad would de the snopping and 


Dicis would parade the streets. That was the eustem in 
part of the courtry, children weuld ze to town when possible. 

ey acid ave when the weather permitted, have foot races, 

herée races. and other miner intertainments. This town of Tyndall 

2 county seat featured the intertaiments to draw business from 

ther towns, This also had an effect te work up mch inthueasm for 
their fourth July celebrathion, This was the biggest day ef the 
“year. And what fun, One year they built a race track which was 

‘one wile around fifty to sixty feet wide, principally for bicycle 
x Ging. at the age ef twelve I entered a five mile race, for boys 
under twenty, in which I scored third, with twenty five entries. 
But I did not score very well in catching the greased pig. The one 

- that Caught and held the greased pig received two dellars in cash. 
e think the most fun was the slow mule race. the slewest mule or the 


) 
by 
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mule that came in last would win. the owner would change off and 
ride another mule, therefore each rider would try to ride the other 
 man,s mule the fastest and leave his mule behind, in fact some rules 
“would creep along, buch and all sorts of th ings, this would take 
ae half an hour to make the mile run. se the last one in weuld win, 
then came th trotting horses, feot races, Rapa tug of war, in 
pict the indians from a reservation west of there would generally 
win the price, Celebrations in these days differ considerably from 
en present, in those days they were chucket full of inthugasu 
_ for children as well as grown ups, after dark their dance started, 


ce platform cevering nearly a block, with a very strong boherian 
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art he would stay as long as us youngsters wanted to 


hae 


4 that was early in the morning.,; He weuld never go inte a 

pe a drink, but he would drink a glass of beer or a snops 

a private place wi th nis friends. In this I recall that dad used to 

lave a bottle whiskey in the house at all times for any one that wanted 

a drink, but none of the youngsters ever haciked it, but his tebacce 

the old Bull durham, he had to keep it locked up, otherwise he would 

find hinself short on tobacco, In fact we thaught it great sport 

in snitching some tebbacco from dadds tobacco beox., after a while he 

“get wise , and kept it locked up. 

| Things went along fairly well, until one day dad told ue that 

mre would have a new manma, and that sunday we all went with dad about 

‘ten miles to where she lived , and she had four children, they were 

‘ ‘married a nenth later and came to our house, the oldest girl being 

' my age. Things went along nicely for a while, but after five or six mon 
menths friction started between the two sets of children., causing 

“snore er less trouble in the family circle, Myself being the black 


iy sheep, I was picked on by the step mether, Her cldest deughter and 


eh 
i; 
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“myself sould net get along, and I was in the wrong nearly every time. 
‘ Things got worse as the days went on which made me very unhappy 


men as the age ef fifteen, one sunday morning she started to deat We up 
+ fk 4 vo 


ee 4 Made my get away and hid in a straw stack, until that afternoon 


when some boy friends of our came over te visit, I had decided te 
_ tun away. The bey friend help me out . I went with him that evening 
8, 


yee stayed at his heuse without his folks having any knowledge 
at ey break he leaned me his bicycle &@ fairly good size of bread 
anda piece butter also sole homemade smoked sausage. with twenty cents 


1 my pocket I started cut, I rede to our hone town Tyndall tried to 


heag: ae 


get « job but could not pick one up immediately. so started to the 

he iat 

eat, ° west of there, I could not land a job, came back about three 
ay i‘. ay H ly 
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jhe sane ‘day, very hungry on account riding the bicycle 


fo ees thirty miles, I precedes to pend some of my twenty cents 


\ 


ught a nickle woth crackers and a nickle for belogney. this was 
Satisfactory meal for the day. After having my enjoyable meal 
decided to look around with view of finding a jeb, In turning a street 
corner I saw my father and brother driving accross the strest, 

in serch for me as I expected. I quickly turned the cerner and called 
in at the flour mill a young man employeed there that I knew very well 
“and he informed me that they were leoking fer me. This was after four 
in the afternoon, I immediately started out for Yankton . which is 

a tovn of app reximately eight thousand. population, and a distance of 


 gbout fifty miles from Tyndall. I traveled about twenty wiles that svem 


alae ever all kinds of wagon reads, arriving at a farm house 
U 
: 


the th coal oil] lamp light sh ining through the window this locked 

q Seca to me, I stopped and asked to stay over night. fortunately they 
were having their supper, I was invited to eat with them, This I 

. could not refuse as I was very tired and hungry., I was not questioned 
until in the morning, As they suspected me a wondering boy. He then 


4 Z 


gave We breakfast and a little lunch to take along. I again was en my 
way. The reads at times were very bad. nothing better then a cow trail. 
however the last ten miles was good. arriving at Yankton about eleven om 
+ eclock, I noticed a brick building being constructed, A Vasonic Temple. 
Ne of applied fer a job, and was ask what I could do. I informed the foreman 


that I was capable to do the same work as the other men, pitching and 


hauling prick with wheelborrows. He did rot thing I could do it. 

ia I informed him that he could pay me whatever I an worth, He informed me 
to go to a certain place for my room and beard, as I did not have any 
ey. and report for work the next morning , saturdays was pay day.. 


E werd was said anout pay, saturday mornin 6 the boss called me 
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itcgrd and room was 75¢ a day. after my first pay day, 

th Brees the bicycle which I borrowed , which cost me about a 
iellar express charges. I stayed on the job until the three story 
brick walls were finished, from there applied to the Great Northern 

- roundhouse foreman for a job filling coal buckets te coal their engines 
a ten cents a bucket weighing approximately five hundred to possibly 

— eight hundred pounds a buckst.. approximately a month had passed, 


through some information my father found out that I went to Yanxton. 


Al 


a Our preacher “Yr Sattler a dear friend of ae Gains to Yankton in sere ; 
for me, he located me. he was a very fine man, we had quiet a 
he understood tie circumstances surrounded our hone. he told me that he 
would like te take me home with him if I cared to ge. But I could not 
see the idea at 211. As I was a happy boy,free making good money and 
having a good time. So he invited me to come back soon as I care to. 

I informed him to tell Dadd that I was at Yankton now, but would be 
leaving ina day er two for a long distance. and not to look for me, 

3 the following night * gave a freight breakman with whom I fermed an 

.  acduaintence at the boarding house two dollars to take me to 

an teens falls.&.D. to work in a coal shed there at ten cents a sucket. 


this was my first train ride. I was given an empty box car which gave 


ay a full view of the country a distance of about eighty miles. 

F On my arrival there secured the job that I was after.. stayed with 

7 the job for a month or so, when I was offered a job ina brick yard Sh 
Tie hacking brick, . by which I made feur te five dollars a day this was 

E big money those days, winter set in and the yard closed down, 

¥ gecured a job on the ice wagon temporarly, applied at the brewery 


and was given a job plaining barge beer storage barrels on the inside. 
From there secured a job on the section gang replacing old ties 


‘ and reconditioning the road bed. this was late in the fall and the 


began to fly, ny a and myself decided to head for St Leuis 
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GCentinued from last week. 

The two weeks visit at heme was enjoyed very much, Dad 
arranged to leave the buggy team so that I may use them to drive 

and go where I wanted to, Knowing that dad did work rather hard, 

one warm nice plesant day morning, they were prepairing to do some work 
in the field kmewing that the beys could :de this without his presence 
I insisted that he take a day off ud we would drive to town, it did 
not take much versuation for him to come aleng, this seem th have been 
a very enjeyable day as well as a nice rest for him, we had a good 
tine, During this visit my step mother was very nice, but I ceuld 

i de that she felt guilty and I am sure that she realized that she was 
the cause of me leaving home, And I feel it was all for the best. 
After two weeks packed my suit case and dad took me te town to ca@& ch 

- the train for St Faul, Cur preacher, family dector and several 
others ef my fathers old palle that lived in town met us to bid ne 
farewell, Traveling on a pass they all thaught that it was wonderfull 
arriving at St Faul, visited the assistant Suprintendent of the 

Seo Line. and he offered me a job as relief agent, Being that I have 
had enough of that kind work declined, so he insisted that I help him 
out for several weeke, to relieve the agent at Glen Flora Wis, This 

a was 2 exalt village, a logging center, Four saloons, two stores 

twe small hetels, On my arrival ers were ne night accomodations 
available, except a bed in an annex to one ef the hetels, in fact I 

. would cart it the wood shed, Being that this was the only bed available 
I put up with this for twe nights until othe arrangements were vade 

_. fer a room, The firet morning bright and early, woke up with « surprise 


to see a porkepine prowling areund in the room, 
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Tee wee cs at thie Puce cured me with the Soo Line and also 


sensin, When the regular agent returned, No questions were asked 


a jumed en the first passenger train for St Paul, Then was asked 
50 go to Jamestown No. Dak, which suited me uuch better’, and this 

jas only avout twenty miles from where my eldest brother was. Arriving | 
at Janestow, stopped at a hovel where most all railread Men were 
stopping. AS this place formed an acquaintence with the chief clerk 

ef the Great Northern, Supt. Office. After a few weeks, He asked ne 


to come to his office that the Suprintendent wanted to see me, 


There I was offered a job as traveling relief auditor, this jeb paid 
aery good Meney, and all expenses, however only temporarly, at that 
it lasted for five months, when the regular man returned, Then I was 
} after christmas. 
given an agency . stayed with this job until Luteiubmotheniak , when 
pore snow was flying, this station was leceted on a branch line, 
we had a severe storm, and did not have a train for over a week, 
Ds stkc that’ there was muthimm business in town during this tie up 
‘the depot having a nice large waiting room and a good floer, we 
oy have Gammym hold dances in the evenings 

ecided to and all the young people and older ones would enjoy 
themselves very much during this tie up period. Turing the week 
eet this tie up the Khermometer recorded as much as forty celow Zere. 
The cold weather and strong winds did not appeal to 46s. Decided that 
would go farther south. After several weeks they send a man to relieve 
me, Secured a pass and went te Huren &.D. where they offered me a 
Jeb as cashier on the 9 & NW Ry. at Yankton, &.D. which was enly 
about thirty miles frem my home, this appealed to me very much. 
eneves they insisted that I ge te Pierre 5.D. first, and take the 
ticket agente job there, this was nearing spring, and at the opening 
of the Indian reservation west of Fiergse, They expected a very heavy 
Aaa business into Pierre, land peckers, and it preved cut to be 


79 to three passenger trains arrived daily with hundreds ef people 
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> on homesteads. All of which held return tickets, and these 
iv ' : 


tickets had to co valid@ted before they could return, "his was a big 
jeb, and they held me there for several months before they sent we 

to Yankton, This was a lively place during the land rush. During this 
time the Indians west of the “issouri River that had their allotment 
of lands adjoining the reservation that was being opened to settlers 
“learned of the influx ef the white people, feared that they were 

_ going to leese their lands, they started to sweep down on the settlers 
‘that had squatted on lands selected, Being that there were apprexinately 
three thousand indians on a war path coming dewn on the white settlement 
all settlers left and came to Bierre Mntil the arrival ef two train- 
“loads ef troops to check their advance, It was then tmde clear to them & 
that enly a certain portion of land was opened te the waite people, 
and that they would not be bethered, this question was then settled 

i and the indians withdrew. They were knewn as the Rlunt Indian Agency. 

a Very few of the settlers went cack to their lands without being 
v equipped with somekind of a wepen for defence. in case of future 
ee coutie. | 

| At Fort Pierre across the river Scottie Fhillips had a buffale 
ranch, with approximately 150 buffalomm, Occasionally Scettie Fhillips 
was seen to drive his buffsle tems areund the town, after making 

his acquaintence, he gave me the oppertunity te drive one eof his two 
span team around tewn, this was thrilling. The young vuffalees can 

_ travel at a very high rate of speed. Do to sole cause they became 

- ‘frightened, and I received a ride that was much faster then I-care to 
travel in a light sulkey, and it was difficult to calm them dewn. 

Not many people had nerve enough te drive the animals. As a person 


could never depend on of what they were going to do next. These two. 


, 


buffalo teams gave considerable amusement to the large number of 


land seekers. also during this time some one pronoted a jenuine 
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war dance. ease saventy five or hundred picked indians from 
servation, er Blunt Indians, were braught to Pierre and trained 
eek or so, The dance wes staged in a wooded spet adjoining the 
ver. A charge of thwenty five cents was made and half was given to 
be indians, also pennie showers were given to the young thildren of 
the indians. The dances were staged every night for three weeks. 

t is was not a calw affair but a natural and a real act of their 
ature. The ph dances would last am from one to two heurs, depends 

on ho soon they could stop th em after they becomes excited. 

Phe first part ef the dances would be more or less calm until they 
‘Became Warm, and excited, then is ween the smiles a laughters 

Se pernea from the faces of the white people, in fact many pecone 
frightened that they would leave, Their chief would occasionally 
have difficult in controlling them. The em perfermance was staged 
step by step, from the time the worriers are called to arms until 
ready for actual fighting. In the last part of the performance soe 

‘ £ the male indians actually become so excited that they appeared 

te be in a wild stage of mind, The sQuaw,s were wore calm, but nearly 
a of them would join in on part of the dance principally in the last 
part, with their pappdese strapped on the back if any. ost of which 
had a number of youngsters. The indians had their ow tam tam or 

a ummer, and hs would never step beating the drum until stepped by 
th eir chief. and the worriers would continue their dance with their 
war hoop cries. In erder to stop themina Calm Manner , the Manager 
of the performance would start the pennie shower, this would start 
“a scrauble en the stage by the youngsters and alse the squaws, and 
wo 11d force the war dence te step, Wer dance of this nature had en 
effect on goue of the spectators, causing some to become frightened 
andl A A performance of this kind where real nature is displayed 
s worth mich to see. | | 
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. . Ragaed: at Pierre, was sent to Yankton to uy preminent 
as 2 ee this was a nice job, and this I stayed with 

ever a year, and this was the tine ef the money stringency, 

sn sorip was used in place of money, except that the railroads 

uld not accept scrip'all bills had to be paid in cash, for remittance 
the main office in thicago, I was allowed to accept scrip in payment 


mei” 
£ freight charges and tickets providing I knew that it was good at the 


xk, this would be taken to the bank in exchange for cash, and it 


= 
as that the banks would not give out currency for several month 
sstoad they would give all silver, I do recall one day my remittance 


a s a little ever one thousand dollars, this was given to me in dollars 


silver. A thousand dollars is about all one person wants to carry in 


Hees After having served at this stetion for over a year, felt. that 


at was time to make another change, at this time decided to come to the 


yest coast. Fesigned and asked the Suprintendent for a pass to the coas 


this he would not grant saying that I would have to stay another six 


Rents at which time he would give ue a pass to wherever I wanted to go. 


Being that I had’a union telegraphers card, decided that I did not need 


Al 


is : : 2 s > ” . 
a pass, I finally was released, paid a short visit at home then rade 


“on my Unien card te Sioux ity where I was well known, the Suprintendent 
gave me apass to Ousha, that was as far as he could issue a pass 

en the 0 = NW ee tives there it was the CR %& Q Fy. Called on the 
ie there with my (mion Card and ne issued a lecal pass to the 
xt division point, from there I rode with a conduc ter on my card te 
pilings Mont, Billings in those days was a real fronteer town wide 
en and every thing going in full swing. And found that many telegrarh 
operators. could not find jobs due to the money stringency and depressia 


I did net make any effort fer a job. After a few days stop at Billig 


a my card te Spokane Wn, with passenger conductors, Taking in all 


ights te see, decided it was time to look fer a jed. I was teld 
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‘Beveral operators that there was ro chance for a job, a& they have 


ied bs roads. however this did not discourage we in the least. 
plied to the OWR & N. with ny agent letter of recoumendation, and 
8 imediately sent to Arlington Cregon to relieve the agent, After 
wo months, was sert to Riggs Orel and ether places. After eight monts 
jr so, I felt that the east was as good a6 the west coast. Asked the | 


Suit. for a vase to Sioux Tity Iowa, which was granted. arriving at 
ot - & 


Bioux sity. again employeed with the .2N WRy. When I began to 

ai 

realize that the west coast wes much better country after all. 

In course of six months or so I actually got homesick for the west 


oy happened to be acquainted with the Santa Fee General Passenger 
agent dn Sieux Tity, Who secured a pase for me frow Shicage to fan Frat 
over the fanta Fee, This was in the sumer of the Alaska Fair in Seatte 
a ; 

This was my first trip through Califernia, On my arrival at Los Angels 
“I was very uch impressed with los Angeles and surrounding country, 


and was so glad to get back to the west coast, Reueined there for severd 
days, and in San Francisco, saw tany of the ruines of the Earthquake 

if 

“4s was on July ist, and I nearly froze walking around on market street 


AY 
in the evenings. Left for Seattle to ses the Fair, After taking in the 
fair, and a trip to Vancouver and Victoria 3.°, secured em loyment 
7 
with the Nerthern Pacific Fy To. As telegrapher operator and Agent. 
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My two chums and myself decided that the weather was gettim too 


| cota and that it would be warmer in St.Louis, Mo. also we were’ 
"quiet certain that we would find jobs easier then in Dakota. Very 

ft little employment during the winter months in the middle states, 

One of the boys parents lived in Hast St. Louis and he was familiar 
with conditions there. We deicded to leave for the south with ‘the 
bird, as all birds or nealy all migrate for the south in the late fall 
and return in the spring. We made preparation, and to work our way 


on freight trains, some of the train crews would take young men with 


them if they were willing to help load and unload freight at the way 


stations, each one of us boys had one suitcase and a pack sack, the 
suit eases we sent to St.Louis by express, the first freight crew 
allowed us to work all the way through on their division from stows 
Falls to Sioux City, Iowa. However at Sioux City we encountered | 
| difficiulties in getting out we then found it necessary to bum oun ‘way 
) on some freight rain to Omaha, in search we found a stock train were 
about} ‘forty cars of cattle billed for Omaha, she only place that ne. 
could find to stow away and that was to climb in a small door at the 
end of the car climb over the cattle and hide in the hay manger or. re 
. rack that were full of hay for the stock to eat on the trip. Ttwas, “ 
but a short time when the train started, the stow was flying and NG 


blowing, growing colder as we went gaily along on our upper berth | yi \ 
| i \\ 
1 oe } 


; palling it got so cold that we could not stand it in our hay berths | 
lil the time, Being that the stock wos loaded very compact we had 9, \y 
A : ; AN ¥ 
“ @ifficeult to elimb over the backs of the cows, steers and bulls, most | 


of which were Moftana rangecattle with long horns. 
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They were wild, es they could not do much damage account mek 

in therefore we managed to pick our animals that were not as vicous. 

Alnays kept in a spot where the horned ahimals could not reach us, 

£ \ When We got too gokld we could slip out of our straw pullman get on | 

> ‘top of the cattle towarm upe In this car there were several rather 

f \ - viedous animals with long horns, to amuse ourself making beset that 

“we were,at a bull fight, we did tease the animal, what a scare we ‘got 
when one tried to get us by trying to climb over the other aninalsy. 
however we knew that he could make much headway, and the scare ended 

jour Sport, this was about a seven hour trip. Arriving at Omaha in 

fi the evening cold and hungry, we proceeded to treat ourselves to a i" 

i nie hot dinner, before we would look for another train for the Bonthe, 
Onitha yards were well policed which made it very difficult to sosune ‘ 
freien: transportation out of the yards, so we decided to try a fast 
-_passenger train which was due to leave Omaha about ten o'clock, After 

\/ the train left the Union station going through the yards slowly we 
climbed on the coal tender where we found a convenient place for us 
to ride, this was a rather cold Tide but we were willing to put Up 
with) it, being that we made good mileage however at their first) a 

F about ‘150 miles out of Omaha they stopped at the wa ter tank for mater, 


“the fireman discovered us and made us get off. This left us arya | 
midnight at a small country town, however happy and having lots of) 


fun.as went along, after an hour or so a een ns train came along 


me 


stopped for water, we proceeded to find some quarters to ride, Loos tea 

an uniced refrigerator which we decided would be good enough tou ue 

until we got to the next freight division, from then on we scoured 
“aps 


permission from @6nductors to ride in the caboose by helping to unload 
eretgnt at the way stations, until the last division when we decided 


go 
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to ride like gentlemen and pay our fare into St.Louis, 


Arriving at St.Louis, stopped at Some hotel the first night and 


the next day proceeded to look for work, we were tola that the Missouri 


Secured a job that day and went to work 
the next. The young man from East St.Louis left us 
this left us total strangers, 
Touts, 


car shops were hiring men, 


and went hone 
with no experience in Cities like St, 
Difficult ana Strange as it was we managed to get along very 


Well, The next day we went to work in the car shops, however found 


that half of the employees in the shops were negroes, this did not 


appeal to mé, aS Iwas more or less afraid of those boys especially 


the way they carried on and the language they sued, which of cow se 


was nothing more than the ordinary unedueated factory labor lingo, 
being that my pal and myself were nothing but kids ana with very little 
experience or so we get acquainted with the city, and found out that 
they were breaking grounds for the St.Louis World's Fair buildings. Yo 
; We deciaca to try our luck for a job as a skinner, | 


. to drive team of three mules nn a dump 


or mule driver, or 


Wagon, these jobs paid $3.50 a4 


Vs day a dollar more than they paid in the car shops, Applied to the 
me, 


| teanster, however he said if I would report the next morning he would 


/ , try me out, bright and early reported, and was asi:ed to get breakfast 
we \ 
| 


- at the mess house and that my team would be ready when I get to the 


stable, I drove asmany @s ¢i cht horses in & Span but did not have any 


experience with mules wu For their amusement they hitehea a span ‘of 


: three mules up for me that no one could drive, all newcomers were | 
eniciated with this tean, well I managed them some but lasted for 


\hour or 80, when all the boys had their fun, 


\ 
‘\ 


an 


Aer 


Was asked to return’ thle 
team to the stable and get another, To my surprise this was a fine 
set of mules and found this a very easy and pleasant job to haul 
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atrt, except very dangerous at the dumping ebounds , especially the 

wagons would overturn toll on the mules erushing them to the extend 

N thet they would have to be shot, The driver generally mana ged to 

eet ouf of the mess by jumping before the wagon began to roll, With 

the exception of several cases where thé driver Was not on the alert 
er | possibly slow, in which case several injuries were reported, 

; Fortunately I had but one serious accident, and that was caused by the 
thira span mule stumbling on the down grade which caused him to fall 
partly unhook from the wagon causing the wagon to slip sideway rolling 
over on the mule in mud about two fect deep, beofre enough men culd 
gather and remove the wagon from the mule, the animal drowned in the \ 
ma. I received a bad sear from the jump, all temasters were given’ 
instruetions, how to leave or jump from the wagon in case of a slide. 

there was no work on Sundays, however the stable foreman gave me the 

ag | jor of herding the mules in an adjoining grazing field Sundays which 

3 pada three dollars, ‘This was fum as two were employed to do this, 

so we then found that we could alternate in taking a sleep while the 

-. other would watch the animals of approximately 150 mules, Remained 
on the job for several months until it was finished, During this 


2 eee 


: time I found that this wes not the kind of employment that I caréd : 

} to ‘follow. Applied at the Inion station for a job, and was giva a. 

U 

; job. shining brass in the lunch room end part time cheeking peroee, 

4 / after a month or ‘SO, secured a job as news egent on the M,P.Ry teas ra oa 
a St,Louts and Kansas City. *his was a rather exciting centure for’ 


| me 5) ‘this was an all daylight run, a local train that would stop at 
) all svetions, two days for the round trip. Sundays were the big’) 
days when I would sell as many as six hundred papers, and fairly good 


> 
slaes on other articles and fruit that were e»rried. After a few 
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months of this the newness wore off, also could sce that there was not 
meh of a future in the business, With this decided to return to Siow 
City, Lowa and take up telegraphy and a general business course on what 
was known at thst time the Brovmy 8 Business Colleso, After paying pr 
months tuition, board ani room a complete new outfit of clothes, found 
myself with only about twenty dollars left, at the beginning of the second 
month, informed Mr. Brown the Superintendent of the college that I would 
not be able to go to school any longer as I did not have enough money with 
this he made arrangements to sweep and dust the school rogue and desk, for 
my tutition 31so made arrangements with a hotel which wam more or less a 
family hotel, to start the fires early in the mornings and wait on table 
three hours a day for my board and room, Not having any heavy eXpens o, 
with the twenty dollars I got slong nicely for several manths, during this 
timo, 8n opera staged one weeks play st the best theatre, thoy asked the 
college for six young mento fill in on certain parts on the stage or acts 
in which I was given an opportunity this paid me one dollar a night. With 
this I was sble to esrryon in college, just about the time I ws nearly 
broke, I was informed by my telegraphy teacher that the CNW Ry Go, asked | 
telegrapher that they wanted to go to a small town as a helper around the 
station or assistant to the agent, ana that 1 was recommended for the Job, 
being the first one to Zo out that term. I waas givens card of introduction 


to the superintendent Mr. masterly, a real good old fellow this was July 


ist, 19035. Mr. masterly talked to me for an hour or two, then gave me a 


pass to go the town of Holstein, Lome To work for Mr. MeClanshan the sgent. 
MIs rasterly came through Holstein occapionally never failed to speak to MOy 
and ask how I was gobting Slong. ‘The agent Mr. MeClahan was a fine man, he 
found thot I was 5 willing worker, gaye me the opportunity and taught me to 
ao the sgency work ss well as the sscounting of the station accounts. Six 
mohths later I was called te Sioux city superintendents office to take 


examination for a telegrasher. As they know Iwas fit for this, during the 
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‘time as helper, I had 6 room in an adjoin ng the office in the depot, 


; : 
q _/ O@¢asionally in the evenings the dispatcher would call tho office and I 


would answor on several ocasions helped him out of difficulties to promptly 
move some of tho trains eccount very few offices open along the line in 

the evenings snd night. I do vor: distinctly recallmy first train enter 

that I copied and delivered to a passenger train. While I could copy the 
ordor ok but the excitement of the responsbiility brought out drops of 
perpersations One reason for this was that I feared that the train might cot 
there before I hed the order ready, and also that they may fail to stop on the 
stop signal, beling that they were not accustomed to stop on the stop signal, 
however they stopped and took the order for a meeting point with anothor train 
vat a rolie? when they pulled out and I was wringing wete ‘The conductor 
noticed that I was very much ocited, was kind enough to lend a fow words of 
insouragenent. ‘The telegraph call for thia station was HOe ‘This is ao vory 
strong call, and would wake me up nesrly evory time someone would oa11 during 
the night. During the six months time practiced telegraphing, and station 
accounting work so thet I was able to handle 4 station by mysel?. After taking 
the exemination was sent to Junction City, as telegraph operator and water 
pumper for the trains with 8 steam water pumps During the time I was helper 
received $25,400 por month and five cents for delivery of a telegram. ‘The 
first telegraph Job paid $55.00 and overtime, the first month mde “22.00 
overt ime» This was 8 very cold winter month, heavy stock train movement, and 
I was at ‘one time kept n duty fow’sixty two hours without sleep. After two 
moths si telegrapher, I wes c@llea in to teko examination for ogont, when 1 
was sent out on the road to reli ve agents, from five to fifteen days at a 
station when 1 would be called upon to go to anotherstation to reliove the 


station Ain whieh case it was necessary for me to check the agents accoun s 


and on nb rete transfer back to him » 
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